Appendix D: Public Involvement Meeting Notes

Event Notes
Skagit Regional Transportation Plan Update
Cascade Days
Concrete, WA
8/15/2015
10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

 Respondents to the dot exercise: #35ppl (#105 dots)
 Estimated public interaction: 45 individuals

Comments from event
participants:
•

State Route 20 is very
congested on the weekends,
especially in the summer.

•

Project staff should drive out
to the rural roads on the
weekends and summer time
to see what it is like.

•

Chuckanut Drive and Cook
Rd would be an ideal location
for a roundabout. There are many accidents here.

•

Provide Shuttle Service to connect to rural areas that would transport people to more
service areas (ie., businesses, recreation etc.).

•

State Route 20 from Concrete to Mt. Vernon is dangerous. Some areas have no
shoulder space and people are run off the road from others passing up slower drivers on
the opposite side.

•

Install emergency call boxes and lighting (ex. South Skagit HWY). There is no cell phone
reception and it is very dark.

-Notes by Summer Narajo

Drop-in Session Notes
Skagit Regional Transportation Plan Update
La Conner Library
La Conner, WA
8/17/2015
2:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.

 Respondents to the dot exercise: #3ppl (#15 dots)
 Estimated public interaction: 10 individuals

Comments from event participants:
•

Won’t live/be around long
enough to care.

•

Lock gates to Puget Sound, too
many people moving in.

•

Use smaller buses, the larger
buses tend to be more empty
and waste gas.

•

Add more buses from outlying
areas/towns that take people
into service areas (business, grocery stores etc.).

•

More road improvements needed, not temporary fixes.

•

Better bus route from Everett to Mt. Vernon.

-Notes by Summer Naranjo

Event Notes
Skagit Regional Transportation Plan Update
Skagit Senior Day in the Park
Burlington, WA
8/20/2015
10:00 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.

 Estimated public
interaction: 75
individuals

Comments from event
participants:
•

Drivers need to be
more aware of
pedestrians at
crosswalks. I have
nearly been hit a
number of times.
The last time was by
a young driver that
just barely missed
me as I was
Figure 1 Prioritization Board after Event
entering the
crosswalk.

•

I won’t be alive in 2040 and do not care about this.

•

We need to better prevent conflicts between bikes and drivers.

•

We need stricter biking laws.

•

I want bus service back between Oak Harbor and March’s Point.

•

We need to add new sidewalks in areas where none exist; it is very dangerous to walk
without a sidewalk.

•

Bridges do not get as much attention as roads when it comes to repair funding, but
should.

•

We need to expand bus routes. DART and other paratransit service only work for the
disabled; the rest of us need bus access in rural areas too.

•

Bikes should not be riding on sidewalks.

•

There should be overpasses or underpasses at railroad crossings so we don’t have to
wait for long periods as trains pass. Trains are longer and becoming more frequent in
Skagit County; this is becoming more of an issues. Ambulances often have to wait for
trains to pass, which effects response times and getting people to the hospital.

•

I like roundabouts, but some are not clearly signed and are dangers (e.g. some are just
round circles painted on the street).

•

We need to improve and increase paratransit and transit for people that can’t drive
anymore.

•

A bus goes right by my house, but I haven’t ridden it yet. A friend of mine has been
talking with me recently about how to use the transit system and starting to ride.

•

You need to tax bicyclists for using county infrastructure; they need to pay their fair
share for what they use. Some bicyclists are unsafe when they ride on rural county
roads, riding two or three abreast and blocking automotive traffic. It’s dangerous.

•

I have had a few near misses with bicyclists in Skagit Valley. Safety needs to be
improved so there are less bicycle-automobile conflicts. The intersection of Jungquist &
Kamb roads is a particularly dangerous and is a good candidate for making safer. Many
bicyclists are not from here and need to learn the rules of the road.

•

The prioritization exercise is a good way to get public input.

•

When I can’t drive myself anymore, I’m going to end it.

•

Bicycles should be licensed like cars. License fees can then be used to pay for bicyclerelated improvements. It’s only fair that they pay for the infrastructure that they use.

•

The roundabout at Best & McLean was a great idea. There were many accidents in this
area for it was put in. Roundabout can work very well, but they need to be wide enough
for large trucks to maneuver safely through them.

•

Walking is a good option when you get too old to drive.

•

Traffic is already bad on Interstate 5 northbound to Mount Vernon, during the Tulip
Festival. It is also bad on State Route 536 through Mount Vernon and out toward the
tulip fields. This tulip traffic will only get worse in the future.

•

There needs to be safe place to walk next to roads so pedestrians aren’t walking along
road shoulders.

•

Tim Eyman’s car tab initiative really messed things up for transportation funding. I have
an expensive car and I didn’t mind paying a little more. Now everyone pays the same
amount and there is not enough money to pay for all our transportation needs.

•

I used to ride bikes when I was younger, but now I mostly walk.

•

Traffic at Interstate 5 and Cook Road gets pretty bad in the evening. Mount Vernon is
bad as well, mainly northbound near College Way.

•

The prioritization exercise is a great survey.

•

Bicyclist safety is a big issue on rural roads. Bikers need to ride safely. Having
separated trails for bikes is important and much safer than riding in the road.

•

England, where I am from, has a lot of buses and trains. I bicycled on rural English
roads when I was young, but it felt safe because we had little traffic. Here, you have a
lot of rural traffic and biking becomes unsafe.

•

We need express transit service from Mount Vernon to Everett Station, especially on the
weekend. Making connections in Everett is a great way to get down into Seattle. Three
weekend trips each way, per weekend day, should suffice: one in the morning, one in
the afternoon and one in the evening.

•

Traffic signal timing needs to be improved in Skagit County. Funds should be spent on
that. A good example of a well-timed signal is the intersection of Bayview Edison Road
and State Route 20. A bad example is the intersection of Reservation Road and State
Route 20: you have 40-50 cars along the state route that often have to stop because one
driver is turning right from Reservation Road. It just doesn’t make sense. Intersections
could also be changed to ensure that these turning movements don’t require traffic
signals to cycle through (e.g. yield signs instead).

•

We need safer ways to enter and exit freeways. Texas provides good example with
broad, sweeping entrances and exists. Here they are too short and quick.

•

You can often get stuck waiting at traffic lights for too long a time.

•

Transit agencies should charge riders to cover their costs; they should not be cutting
service. Raise enough revenue to maintain services. Island Transit should not be free,
as they cut so much of the services they offer because they don’t have enough money to
operate the system.

-Notes by Mark Hamilton

Briefing Notes
Skagit Regional Transportation Plan Update
Community Aviation Day
Port of Skagit
8/22/2015
10:00 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.

 Estimated public interaction: 20 individuals

Comments from event participants:
•

Your traffic modeling seems rather
conservative; I think it will be much
worse than what is displayed.

•

I love roundabouts and think more
would be better.

•

We need to add new sidewalks in
places where none exist – it is
very dangerous to walk without
them.

•

We need more transit from the
Skagit Valley region to Seattle.

•

Population growth is the main
Figure 1: Participant Applying Dots to Prioritization Exercise
problem in the region. The world
passed 1 billion people in 1920.
We are now at 8 billion and will be double that in 2040. Increased traffic is the result of
increased population; population growth is the problem, traffic is just the symptom.

•

Do you think having everyone put their dots on the board influences how other people
vote? Are they more likely to choose what other people have already chosen?

•

I was a truck driver and know how important it is to expand the transportation network to
address congestion. Sometimes traffic gets really bad through Mount Vernon right now,
especially near College Way. I try and avoid it.

•

When the Skagit River Bridge went down, it was astounding. I couldn’t believe it was in
the water. I had just driven over it an hour before it went down.

•

I like walking and biking.

•

It is a good idea to go out and get input directly from people in the community. A few
people show up at regular SCOG meetings and have a special agenda. Going out to
events like this gets a much broader perspective.

•

Replacing aging buses is an important priority for the region.

•

We need more trails and bike lanes in Skagit County.

•

You really need better signage for your information booth; it is hard to tell who you are
and why you are here.

-Notes by Mark Hamilton

Consultation Meeting Notes
Skagit Regional Transportation Plan Update
SCOG Building
Mount Vernon, WA
8/26/2015
11:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

Attendees: Kevin Lemon (Sauk-Suiattle), Natalie Misanes (Sauk-Suiattle), Lauren Rich
(Upper Skagit), Dan Tolliver (Upper Skagit), Zam DeShields (Samish), Elaine Somers
(EPA), Michael Grady (NOAA)
SCOG Staff: Kevin Murphy, Gabe Philips, Mark Hamilton
•

Safety should be in an element used in regional project prioritization.

•

SCOG should look at Spokane GIS – they have identified high collision areas, a
lot of information comes from WSDOT on collisions.
o Identify high collision zones.
o Also have multimodal collision zones as well.

•

Does the travel demand model forecast where future safety issues may occur?

•

SR 20 & SR 9 have no assessment from WSDOT about the effects of climate
change on the state transportation system. Today, small rain events cause
culverts flooding over roadways. Can this planning process help to assess these
roadways in a systematic, corridor level manner? WSDOT has not adequately
looked into this issue. The plan should address this in some way.

•

WSDOT expenditures should be driven by needs on the state transportation
system; they need to do their homework there.

•

NOAA uses biological thresholds in our ESA/MSA/MMPA consultations. NOAA
will send perf standards/thresholds and a biological opinion that has good detail
on stormwater approaches.

•

Rural areas, including upriver areas, are not included in the study done by
WSDOT on resilience of the transportation network in Skagit County. It is for
urban areas only.

•

Additional issues, including flooding, should inform a needs assessment for
maintenance and preservation of the WSDOT system.

•

Upper Skagit Indian Tribe staff are at this consultation meeting in a technical role
only, not a formal consultation role.

•

How do economic development forecasts fit into the travel demand model? How
are expected jobs included and how do you determine where they are to go?

•

We already have traffic issues at Cook Road and Interstate 5, where traffic backs
up onto the freeway.

•

Multimodal safety, including unsafe pedestrian facilities on State Route 20
through Anacortes, is an issue. This can make getting to and from transit unsafe.

•

Nonmotorized planning should be addressed in Skagit County, if not in the
model, still within the plan and the planning process.

•

It is dangerous for bicyclists along SR 20, a high speed road that is a frequently
used bicycle route.

•

How is outreach being done to persons with disabilities or that would not be able
to attend the public events SCOG is at? Does SCOG do outreach to
organizations that provide services to persons with disabilities?

•

Emergency response needs to be considered and addressed through this plan
update.

•

SCOG needs to consider how this plan fits into other plans for the county,
including plans for rail. Increased capacity is forecast along rail lines. An effort
needs to be undertaken to see what can be done about shifting traffic from rail
crossings.

•

What is SCOG looking for in terms of review? What would be helpful to
comment on at this point?
-Notes by Mark Hamilton

Drop-in Session Notes
Skagit Regional Transportation Plan Update
Anacortes Senior Center
Anacortes, WA
8/26/2015
12:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.

 Respondents to the dot exercise: #14 ppl (#76 dots)
 Estimated public interaction: 24 individuals

Comments from event participants:
•

Heart Lake Rd. and Oakes Rd. need bike
lanes.

•

Add better bus routes for city-to-city
connections (i.e. Anacortes to Burlington).
Wife is in hospital in Burlington and I live
in Anacortes. Current age is 86 and
cannot drive.

•

People that live on Skyway lane have to
time their trips from their homes due to
heavy ferry traffic. Need to expand roads.

•

Roundabouts near clear signage, driving around them is very confusing.

•

Many sidewalks (such as M St.) are raised and have caused people to trip and fall. People are
forced to walk on the streets.

•

Add bus routes that connect to other modes of public transportation such as buses connecting
to ferry and train services. (i.e. Bus from Anacortes to the train station in Mt. Vernon).

•

Area near 32nd St./M St. has a lot of traffic after school. A light signal needs to be installed.

•

Ferry traffic on D St. needs a traffic signal installed because people do not stop for pedestrians
on crosswalks.

•

Add door-to door bus services or at least a block away from home. It is hard to walk to Dial-ARide pick up locations.

•

Road maintenance needed on skyline. There are many pot holes.

•

Stop sign not visible at commercial Ave/Hwy 20 roundabout.

•

Sharpes corner has heavy traffic build ups. This needs to be fixed right away.

•

Proposed roundabout at Sharpes Corner is a bad idea. The heavy traffic will not allow breaks
for other cars to merge.

•

Bike path needed on Deception Rd. Many cyclists travel this road.

•

Bus routes need to extend to Dewey Beach. There are people there who are not able to drive
(blind, stroke victims etc.).

•

La Conner needs bike paths.

•

A Ave/Havekost Rd. needs a transit line (Dial-A-Ride).

•

4th St. /Trident need parking permits. People that park there distract residents and cause noise
issues.

•

You should be able to flag down buses to stop anywhere.

-Notes by Summer Naranjo

Drop-in Session Notes
Skagit Regional Transportation Plan Update
Skagit Valley Food Co-op
Mount Vernon, WA
8/27/2015
4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.
 Respondents to the dot exercise: #10 ppl (#35 dots)
 Estimated public interaction: 17 individuals

Comments from event participants:
•

Add county-to-county
connections for bus routes.

•

Bike and pedestrian routes to
be expanded. Especially on
county roads as some
bicyclists have been hit by
cars.

•

People need to be educated on
how to use roundabouts. They
stop right in front of them and
cause a hazard to other drivers. Especially in Sedro-Woolley.

•

Add more light rail.

-Notes by Summer Naranjo

Event Notes
Skagit Regional Transportation Plan Update
Burlington Summer Nights
Burlington, WA
8/28/2015
5:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.

Approximately 20 people stopped by the information booth. Comments noted included:
•

Appreciation for attending the event and providing information about SCOG and the
Regional Transportation Plan (RTP).

•

Lack of consensus regarding roundabouts in general:
o

Support for certain roundabouts


o

Fir Island Roundabout

Concern that other roundabouts create unsafe conditions


Anderson Road/Cedardale

o

Sentiment that a lot of drivers don’t know how to successfully use roundabouts

o

Concern about perceived high cost of transportation projects, specifically
roundabouts.

•

General comments regarding access to Island County, and roadways in Island County.

•

Burlington’s largest issue is dealing with the railroad tracks.

•

There needs to be more safe opportunities for bicyclists and pedestrians.

•

There should be better rail connections to other parts of the state.

-Notes by Gabe Philips

Consultation Meeting Notes
Skagit Regional Transportation Plan Update
SCOG Building
Mount Vernon, WA
9/1/2015
2:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.

Attendees: Tom Stacey (WSDOT), John Shambaugh (WSDOT), Elizabeth Sjostrom
(WSDOT)
SCOG Staff: Kevin Murphy, Gabe Philips, Mark Hamilton
•

The group reviewed level of service standards on the state highway network in
Skagit County. No expected changes to LOS standards are expected at this
time, along the state network.

•

The group talked about LOS standards of local governments. The 2005 RTP
identified local LOS standards. At the time jurisdictions primarily used the
Highway Capacity Manual for LOS, though different versions of the manual were
used (published in different years). WSDOT used a congestion index according
to the plan.

•

Financial constraint was discussed and the potential for WSDOT forecasts of
expected expenses over the 2040 planning horizon.

•

The travel demand model was reviewed and implications for the state highway
system and overall regional transportation network were discussed.

•

SCOG staff noted the regional transportation plan can be amended at any time,
so if new projects need to be added to the financially constrained list of projects,
they can be via a plan amendment. We would not have to wait until the next
scheduled plan update.

•

The 2011 plan had an extensive list of projects, many of which could not be
funded, but helped in getting federal funds for some projects along I-5 and State
Route20. It is anticipated that the 2016 plan will have a much shorter list of
projects and much lower overall dollar figures, due to the limited funds expected
to be available through 2040. The 2011 plan had 134 projects for Skagit and
Island counties with an expected total cost of over $3 billion.

•

Intelligent transportation systems projects, such as ramp metering along
Interstate 5, can appear as a strategy within the regional transportation plan
without being a specific project. It was noted that several traffic operations
projects would likely occur on Interstate 5 through Skagit County out to 2040.

•

Capacity expansion projects from WSDOT, as appear in the 2011 regional
transportation plan, will be limited in the 2016 plan update. WSDOT will primarily
be proposing improvements at intersections and to better the performance of the
existing transportation systems, without adding capacity. This will have impacts
to local jurisdictions’ transportation networks (e.g. ramp metering impacting
queuing and traffic signal timing near Interstate 5).

•

We need to coordinate with local jurisdictions to talk about their transportation
needs and expected projects on and near the state highway system. There may
be some overlap in projects or cases where projects conflict. SCOG staff will
propose at the technical advisory committee, that future meetings are held in
September and/or October to continue this dialogue.

•

The RTP can help to establish what areas warrant future corridor studies. SR
536 over the Skagit River from Mount Vernon to the intersection of SR 20 was
noted as a potential example.

•

The group discussed transit and how transit ridership/routing would be impacted
by expected traffic congestion. The regional travel demand model is for
automotive trips only and does not forecast transit trips. SCOG needs to meet
with Skagit Transit staff soon to discuss plans, revenues and expenses past the
6-year transit development plan. The current TDP forecasts 5% growth in
revenues for each year, which should be tamped down over the 20+ year
planning horizon of the RTP.

•

WSDOT is beginning to work on sketch planning across the state. This effort fits
well with what SCOG is doing for the RTP and the 2040 horizon year for the plan
also fits well. WSDOT plans to do a lot of outreach in the near future to talk with
local jurisdictions about their needs.

•

Tom Stacey will be taking the lead for WSDOT on coordinating with SCOG on
the RTP update.

•

Mark Hamilton may be contacted in the future by WSDOT staff to set up another
consultation meeting, if necessary. Mark suggested this be in mid- to lateOctober. More jurisdictions/governments may attend as well, depending on the
level of interest in having a second set of consultation meetings.
-Notes by Mark Hamilton

Drop-in Session Notes
Skagit Regional Transportation Plan Update
Sedro-Woolley Farmers Market
Sedro-Woolley, WA
9/2/2015
4:00 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. (rained out early)

 Respondents to the dot exercise: #4 ppl (#27 dots)
 Estimated public interaction: 8 individuals

Comments from event participants:
•

Bus transit from city to city takes all day. This is a major problem.

•

Infrastructure expansion projects take too long to get approved.

•

Why do projects cost so much?

-Notes by Summer Naranjo

Briefing Notes
Skagit Regional Transportation Plan Update
Guemes Ferry Trail Committee
Guemes Island, WA
9/8/2015
11:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

Attendees: Lorrie Steele (Guemes Ferry Trail Committee), Maryam Schutz (Guemes
Ferry Trail Committee), Larry Verbano (Guemes Ferry Trail Committee)
SCOG Staff: Mark Hamilton
•

Mark provided an overview of the Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) update
planning process.

•

The group discussed the difference between SCOG project selection processes
and the RTP.

•

The Committee is advocating for a trail on Guemes Island that would connect the
ferry terminal to Schoolhouse Park, along Guemes Island Road.

•

The group discussed connecting with Skagit County on their project, and
potential contacts in the Planning and Public Works departments. Some work
has already been done on surveying the trail, and the Committee has met with
Public Works to discuss the project already. Design still has to be done for the
project and some ROW would need to be acquired near the ferry terminal.

•

The group discussed Skagit County’s current comprehensive plan process and
contacting Planning to discuss their project with them.

•

SCOG does not create projects; it would be up to Skagit County to design,
construct this project. They may do so using funding available through SCOG,
such as the Transportation Alternatives Program. The project would have to be
submitted and evaluated at SCOG, if the County chooses to apply for funding for
this project.

•

Mark invited the committee to the 2015 Regional Forum at Skagit Station and
distributed the flyer announcing the event.
-Notes by Mark Hamilton

Drop-in Session Notes
Skagit Regional Transportation Plan Update
The Market
Anacortes, WA
9/8/2015
4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.
 Respondents to the dot exercise: #10 ppl (#69 dots)
 Estimated public interaction: 25 individuals

Comments from event participants:
•

Add better bus routes for cityto-city connections. For
example, it takes all day to get
from Anacortes to SedroWoolley.

•

Homes are being built in the
skyline area without any regard
to the existing infrastructure
which needs to be increased.

•

Sidewalks in Anacortes need
major repair and some streets
have no sidewalks. Streets L thru O are not continuous.

•

Add bus routes that connect to other modes of public transportation such as buses
connecting to ferry and train services.

•

Skyline has too much traffic. Something needs to be done about this.

•

There needs to be an alternative route to Oak Harbor aside from Sharpes corner. It
should not take 1.5 hours to get there.

•

The State Route 20 spur area has bad congestion and needs to expand.

•

Bike path needed on Lake Erie Rd. Many cyclists travel this road.

-Notes by Summer Naranjo

Drop-in Session Notes
Skagit Regional Transportation Plan Update
Mount Vernon Farmers Market
Mount Vernon, WA
9/9/2015
4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.

 Respondents to the dot exercise: #14 ppl (#69 dots)
 Estimated public interaction: 25 individuals

Comments from event participants:
•

Timing on traffic lights are not
on point and cause major
traffic congestion from 14th St
over to Freeway Dr. on
College Way.

•

We need more bike lanes.
They should be integrated
with major roads.

•

School buses should be used
for the older population as
well. It can help integrate the communities and demographics.

•

Outer Sedro-Woolley has a compiling aging population. They will need help with
transportation in the future.

•

Roundabouts are pointless. People do not know how to use them and cause congestion
and possible accidents.

-Notes by Summer Naranjo

Briefing Notes
Skagit Regional Transportation Plan Update
Skagit Transit Citizens Advisory Committee
Mount Vernon, WA
9/10/2015
5:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.

Attendees: Skagit Transit Citizens Advisory Committee (Valerie Rose, Noelle Eschete,
Joy Kane, Louise Edens, Craig Edens, Lynne Jordan, Dick Phillips), Carol Ehlers, Joe
Kunzler
SCOG Staff: Mark Hamilton
•

Mark provided an overview of the Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) update
planning process.

•

The group talked about the prioritization exercise that SCOG has been
conducting around Skagit County as part of the RTP update. It was noted how
participants consistently prioritize using funds to expand transit services.

•

A suggestion was made that the funds being used to replace the Old Hwy 99
overpass over the railroad tracks should instead be used for doing grade
separation between College Way and the railroad tracks crossing the road.

•

Trains back up traffic both ways at tracks, often leaving ambulances waiting to
cross.

•

Transit gets too small a piece of the funding pie; focus needs to be on improving
transit instead of building more roads or repaving them.

•

There is no public process for additions or corrections to the road network. The
public is able to contribute, but has not been allowed to.

•

Farm to Market Road needed to first be identified in the County transportation
improvement program for county staff to legally spend staff time on planning for
needed improvements. Getting in the TIP is an important first step.

•

There is a need at Skagit Transit to have a part-time position to market Skagit
Transit.

•

The group discussed the traffic lights that are impacted when a train is crossing,
and who controls the traffic signals. Examples were given where motorists wait
at traffic signals, even when they are not needing to cross the tracks. Traffic
signals should allow for turning/intersection movements that don’t involve
crossing the tracks when the rail gates are down. Best Road and Montgomery
Street were provided as examples.

•

Best Road is an example of a road in need of a right-hand turn lane, northbound
Best Road south of State Route 20, turning right onto SR 20

•

SR 20 is a mess with all the trucks using it; truck congestion is occurring now and
the plan is not considering freight as it should. Mark noted that SCOG does
maintain a travel demand model for automotive trips, but it does not have a
freight component. It also does not include bicycles, pedestrians or transit.

•

The group discussed the March’s Point park-and-ride. One participant felt it was
unsafe the way it is designed and that a lack of cameras was a security issue at
the park-and-ride. Cameras are planned for installation at the park-and-ride in
the near future, though an exact date for installing them has not yet been set.

•

Skagit Transit’s citizens advisory committee (CAC) is passionate about improving
transit; many committee members use transit, some as their only way of getting
around, and the committee is interested in working more effectively in the future.

•

Mark handed around a flyer announcing the 2015 Regional Forum and invited
CAC members to attend.
-Notes by Mark Hamilton

Event Notes
Skagit Regional Transportation Plan Update
SCOG Regional Forum
Mount Vernon, WA
9/17/2015
6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.

There were five participants at the small group discussion for the Regional
Transportation Plan (RTP). Their comments were recorded on a flip chart and
transcribed after the event. The comments are presented as responses to questions
asked by the facilitator during the small group discussion. The questions and
responses are as follows:
Why did you choose this topic?
•

There are many entities planning, but how do they all fit together?

•

One participant was primarily interested in property rights.

•

Some are more equal than others.

•

Things are determined through planning process, but do they reflect the real will
of the public? How can we really tell either way?

•

Ditto to the last comment.

•

I don’t like the word “Regional”. The RTP is for Skagit only, when I think of the
region, I think of a larger area. Like all the counties north and northwest of
Snohomish County.

•

I am mainly concerned with property rights.

•

Traffic goes by my house day and night. Someone drives into the ditch all the
time. They are coming from the casino nearly Old Highway 99. Cars drive
through my fence 4-5 times per year.

•

The counties of Skagit, Island, San Juan, and Whatcom are represented by the
WSDOT regional office. I am here to listen and learn. WSDOT engages with
SCOG frequently on a number of matters.

•

How much input does SCOG have input for the state system with the federal
requirements that apply to Interstate 5 (I-5)?

•

One participant brought up the George Hopper project at I-5 in Burlington.

•

The Sharpes Corner intersection improvements project is planned, with $13
million from the state to fund it.

•

There used to be a lot more accidents along State Route 20, before
improvements were made between State Route 536 and Burlington.

•

The resurfacing project by WSDOT at Dec. Pass Bridge was done well.

•

We need to get pilots to NAS Whidbey using State Route 20.

What is your perspective on SCOG’s “going to the people” approach to engaging the
public for the update to the regional transportation plan? The answers were as follows:
•

The public engagement for the Regional Transportation Plan seems to be
working well.

•

We put this meeting out to our membership so they were aware it was
happening.

•

The challenge is there is not a ton of interest in regional transportation planning.
It’s hard to get people to care about it.

•

How is state patrol included in this planning process?

Are there any transportation-related subjects that we should paying particular attention
to, other than the ones already discussed?
•

Do we know how many people are biking?

•

There are many issues with biking in Skagit County.

•

78% of travel is by single occupancy vehicle nationwide. It would be interesting
to see how Skagit County measures up to this.

•

There needs to be more of an emphasis on bicycles and pedestrians in Skagit
County.

•

Biking is not a public necessity. Money for bicycling should go to roadways.

•

Skagit County is not like Europe, the transportation environment is different.
What works well over there, will not necessarily work well here.

How do you use the regional transportation system now? And how do think that will
change 25 years from now?
•

I drive, I will always.

•

I will drive as long as I can.

•

For an aging population, driving won’t always be an option.

•

I will not be riding a bike in the future.

•

I drive.

•

I used to drive, but got rear ended, and will never drive again.

•

I drive and will continue to drive.

-Notes by Mark Hamilton

Drop-in Session Notes
Skagit Regional Transportation Plan Update
Skagit Valley College
Mount Vernon, WA
9/18/2015
12:00 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.

 Estimated public interaction: 35 individuals

Comments from event participants:
•

Traffic congestion can be an issue at times during the day, but it can be really
difficult to widen roads, especially when buildings are near the roadway.
Congestion will only get worse in the future.

•

I drive from Camano Island to SVC due to Running Start. I’m very interested in
the transportation network.

•

I drive, don’t walk or bike. I live in a rural area where driving is the only option.

•

At 4 pm, Memorial Highway out of Mount Vernon gets really congested (SR 536
bridge over the Skagit River westbound).

•

I usually drive and walk some. I may use transit to get to college in the future. It
may be more convenient than driving to SVC.

•

I don’t use the bus because I have a car, but I would use the bus if it was more
expensive to drive than it currently is.

•

I like the painted roundabouts, like the one at Anderson Road and Interstate 5,
because you can go fast through them. I don’t like the more substantial
roundabouts.

•

At Interstate 5, there is a safety issue where cars merge onto I-5 from Kincaid
Street going northbound. You can’t see cars until they are about to merge,
creating a dangerous situation. I tell my daughter to get in this travel lane, as she
needs to take the next exit at College Way to get to SVC for classes, but she
needs to watch for merging traffic here. The onramp is short and visibility of
merging traffic is poor.

•

The prioritization exercise is great! It’s nice seeing SCOG staff at the event and
a soliciting input in this way.

•

There are parking challenges here at SVC. We are trying to get more people to
use transit. There have been some conflicts with the current transit stop,
between cars and buses.

•

We need to ensure the county connector service continues in the future and add
more buses to Bellingham. It is a very popular, heavily used service, and more
buses would allow even more people to use transit to travel between Whatcom
and Skagit counties.

•

More frequent buses are needed with more direct routes. It often takes 1.5 to 2
hours to get where you need to go currently. That’s too long.

•

I usually drive a car, but plan on walking to school at SVC. I will be living pretty
close – within walking distance.

•

A lot of bridges and roads need work, but it seems like the money goes to where
areas where it isn’t needed. When you build more roads, more people drive; we
should not be building more roads.

•

We need to expand the bus system and bicycle system. It doesn’t seem as
dangerous for bicyclists here as it is in Seattle.

•

I’d like to see areas in downtowns that are car free, and pedestrian only. Parking
areas can be provided in rings around downtowns.

-Notes by Mark Hamilton

Briefing Notes
Skagit Regional Transportation Plan Update
Center for Independence – North Sound*
Bellingham, WA
10/13/2015
1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Attendees: Zacchoreli, J.D., Olivia, Stephanie (all staff for CFI)
SCOG Staff: Mark Hamilton
•

When is the public comment period for the plan? We will be looking to see if
systematically addresses the Americans with Disabilities Act.

•

Mark discussed the work that SCOG will be doing on regional ADA transition
planning; for SCOG member agencies to use as a template to do local ADA
transition plans.

•

Transportation infrastructure needs to be ADA compliant, including curb cuts in
sidewalk and transit stops.

•

There are two groups you should get in contact with, to receive a briefing on this
project: (1) the out and about disabilities support group in Skagit County; and (2)
a disabilities support group that operates out of Skagit Valley Hospital. Shawn
Latham and Stan would be the contacts.

•

How is paratransit addressed in the regional transportation plan? Mark: it is not
addressed at a project level though ADA complimentary paratransit must be
provided within ¾ mile of fixed transit routes, per ADA.

•

The group discussed the process used to collect information from planning
process participants. Good data collected from people regarding how they
prioritize transportation funding, for example expanding transit. How will this
input be used in the plan? Suggestion to evaluate qualitative data in a
systematic manner, using data analysis techniques. It was noted that this may
be time consuming, but it could accurately classify the input received and aid in
identifying common themes in input received. More consideration should be
given to how planning process participant information will be used.

•

Suggestion to include persons with disabilities on committees in future planning
processes. You need to include more than those providing services to persons
with disabilities and reach out to persons with disabilities directly and get their
voice at the committee level. Users of the transportation systems in addition to
the service providers would be valuable.

•

Transit is extremely important for persons with disabilities. Numbers wise,
persons with disabilities are a small fraction of the Skagit County population, but

this population is heavily reliant on public transportation, in disproportionate
amount to the general public.
•

The group talked about the value of having mobility management coordination
and travel training for persons with disabilities. Often, persons with disabilities
would like to use fixed routes, but may not understand how to do this effectively.
Paratransit service is much more expensive, per trip, than fixed routes and transit
agencies would like to get as many people from paratransit to fixed routes as is
feasible to save on costs.

•

Regional mobility managers were discussed, with the example of SNOTRAC in
Snohomish County providing a venue for coordination among special needs
transportation providers. Whatcom Council of Governments recently provided a
travel training, using grant funds from the State.

•

Accessibility is absent from the prioritization exercise. It should be included as
this is an essential part of the transportation network.

•

The group discussed project prioritization. Mark noted that all projects must be
ADA compliant and ADA accessibility has not been a specific criteria used in past
project evaluation processes. Mark also noted that the member jurisdictions of
SCOG will propose projects for the regional transportation plan; SCOG will assist
with prioritizing them, but will not be proposing projects.

•

To get input from youth, it was suggested to contact student government
organizations, as they would likely be more interested in participating than
others. Advising departments at Skagit Valley College were also suggested for
contacts as they have quarterly high school visits.

•

In addition to attending events, it was suggested that in-depth interviews and
committee work (such as with the 2014 human services transportation plan
update) be undertaken for the next regional transportation plan update.
Interacting with many people can have value, but the depth encountered through
this additional approach would benefit the planning process, especially to get
input from users of the transportation systems. Incorporate both.

•

Bring in minority voices into the planning process, including populations that have
been historically underserved.
-Notes by Mark Hamilton

*Note: Center for Independence – North Sound serves Skagit County, as well as
adjoining counties, as a resource for individuals with disabilities.

Briefing Notes
Skagit Regional Transportation Plan Update
Out and About Disabilities Support Group
Burlington, WA
11/2/2015
2:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Attendees: six members of Out and About Skagit disabilities support group
SCOG Staff: Mark Hamilton
•

The group talked about traffic congestion at Cook Road and suggested
improvements that may address the current situation at Interstate 5, Cook Road,
Old Highway 99 and BNSF route. One option may be adding another travel lane
for vehicle storage.

•

Dial-a-ride was a concern for one participant, specifically challenges to currently
using the service. It isn’t available at the time when needed, setting up
appointments can be too difficult and drop-off locations often put him far from
where he needs to go (location where he wants to be dropped off, cannot be
utilized by Dial-a-ride, side of the road for example).

•

There were comments about transit service provided to Concrete, up and down
State Route 20. The participant didn’t know why they pick up where they do; it
doesn’t seem like a good location. The bus route used to provide at the Lyman
store, which made sense, but no longer does for some reason.

•

Bicycle lanes were a concern for one participant. Often there are gaps in the
existing bicycle network or no bike lanes available at all, which makes it hard to
ride. He’d prefer to ride a bike, if there were better options for bicycling outside
of the regular travel lanes where cars travel. East Section Street in Mount
Vernon would be a good facility to improve bicycling by adding bike lanes along
the street.

•

Traffic can be extremely loud and fast traveling by one participant’s house. Often
over 100 miles per hour. This person said that he is very concerned about this
and it isn’t clear who to call to address this situation.

•

We need a consistent network of bicycle lanes; that currently isn’t available.

•

One participant uses the bus a lot (Skagit Transit), but rerouting has made
getting to where he needs to go difficult. He now needs to transfer at Skagit
Station to get to Walmart (Route 208), but used to be able to travel directly to

shop. It has become a hassle. He qualifies for paratransit, but chooses to use
fixed-route service because paratransit is too difficult to make it worthwhile.
•

We need better transit. One participant and his wife both have disabilities. They
used fixed-route service, but need to it go where they need to go. They have
used paratransit in the past, but having to transfer at March’s Point park-and-ride
just doesn’t make sense/work for them. You should be able to have one
paratransit ride from your origin to your destination, without having to transfer.

•

There were questions about the public comment period for the regional
transportation plan. Mark said that notice of the public comment period will be
posted on SCOG’s website and in the Skagit Valley Herald. Mark also provided
his contact information and invited any of the participants to contact him in the
future to further discuss the planning process or content of the plan.

•

There was a question about if the plan would again be for Skagit and Island
counties. Mark responded that the last plan was for both, but given recent
changes in the regional transportation planning organization (RTPO), the plan
would now be limited to Skagit County to reflect the new RTPO boundaries.
-Notes by Mark Hamilton

