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Title VI Notice: The Skagit Council of Governments fully complies with Title VI of the federal Civil Rights Act of 1964 
and related statutes, and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color or national origin. For more information, 
or to obtain a Title VI Complaint Form, visit SCOG’s website at http://scog.net/about/nondiscrimination/.

Aviso del Título VI al público: El Consejo de gobiernos de Skagit cumple plenamente con el Título VI de la Ley 
federal de derechos civiles de 1964 y los estatutos relacionados, y no discrimina por motivos de raza, color u 
origen nacional. Para mayor información, o para obtener un Formulario de queja del Título VI, visite el sitio web 
del SCOG en http://scog.net/about/nondiscrimination/.

ADA Notice: The Skagit Council of Governments fully complies with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation act of 
1973 and the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA) and does not discriminate on the basis of disability. 
For more information, or to file a grievance contact the ADA Coordinator, Kevin Murphy at 360-416-7871 or 
kmurphy@scog.net.

Aviso de la ADA para el público: El Consejo de Gobiernos de Skagit cumple plenamente con la Sección 504 de 
la Ley de Rehabilitación de 1973 y la Ley de Americanos con Discapacidades de 1990 (ADA) y no discrimina por 
motivos de discapacidad. Para obtener más información, o para presentar una queja, póngase en contacto con 
el Coordinador de la ADA, Kevin Murphy en 360-416-7871 or kmurphy@scog.net.

Additional copies of this document, including written materials in alternate formats, may be obtained by 
contacting SCOG. Persons who are deaf or hard of hearing may contact SCOG through TTY Relay 711. 

Skagit Council of Governments 
315 S 3rd St. Suite #100 
Mount Vernon, WA 98273
(360) 416-7876
info@scog.net

http://scog.net/about/nondiscrimination/.
http://scog.net/about/nondiscrimination/.
http://kmurphy@scog.net
http://kmurphy@scog.net
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Introduction
As the federally-designated Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) and state-designated regional 
transportation planning organization (RTPO) for the Skagit County region, and as a recipient of federal funds, 
Skagit Council of Governments (SCOG) commits to nondiscrimination under Title VI of the Civil Rights Act, 
Executive Order 12898, and related nondiscrimination statutes. In its role as an MPO and RTPO, SCOG is 
responsible for developing and updating the Skagit County region’s long-range transportation plan, as well as 
overseeing the distribution of federal transportation funds through a six-year regional transportation 
improvement program. 

Title VI of the Civil Rights Act ensures that SCOG does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, or national 
origin in any of its programs, policies, or activities. Additionally, Executive Order 12898, along with related U.S. 
Department of Transportation (DOT) orders and guidance, create specific Environmental Justice requirements 
for recipients of federal transportation funds. Other related statutes extend nondiscrimination requirements to 
disadvantaged populations based on age, sex, and disability status. 

SCOG has developed and regularly updated a demographic profile since 2013. This demographic profile acts as a 
tool for SCOG, regional project sponsors, partners, stakeholders, and the public to better understand and 
identify disadvantaged populations in the Skagit County region. By better understanding the changing 
demographic characteristics of the Skagit County region, SCOG can make informed and equitable 
decisions in the transportation planning process. This updated 2023 Demographic Profile presents current 
demographic data for the Skagit County region, which will inform subsequent Title VI, Environmental Justice, and 
other equity analyses and activities conducted as part of SCOG’s transportation plans and programs. 

Environmental Justice

Environmental Justice (EJ) principles protect minority populations and low-income populations from 
disproportionately adverse effects of programs, policies, and activities funded by the DOT. By accepting 
federal funds through the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and Federal Transit Administration (FTA), 
both operating administrations within the DOT, SCOG and any recipients of federal funds through SCOG must 
incorporate Environmental Justice into their programs, policies, and activities. 

What is Environmental Justice? 

As it relates to transportation, EJ is a concept that assures that before decisions are made for programs, policies, 
and activities that use federal transportation funds, the impacts to minority and low-income populations are 
identified and addressed. EJ principles ensure that negative impacts to human health and the environment are 
not disproportionately borne by these populations. 
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Introduction
Who does Environmental Justice apply to? 

EJ applies to all recipients of federal funds from FHWA or FTA. It applies to SCOG, as a recipient of these federal 
funds and it applies to all jurisdictions receiving these funds through SCOG for any program, policy, or activity. 

What orders apply to Environmental Justice? 

In 1994, President Clinton issued Executive Order 12898 directing federal agencies to develop environmental 
justice strategies that identify and address disproportionately high and adverse effects of programs, policies, and 
activities on minority populations and low-income populations. In response, the DOT issued an order establishing 
such a strategy and directing its operating administrations to also provide guidance to recipients of federal funds 
on how EJ must be incorporated into programs, policies, and activities. The DOT-FHWA-FTA orders/guidance 
were first published in 1997 and 1998. New orders were published by DOT-FHWA-FTA in 2012 reaffirming the 
commitment to EJ and clarifying certain aspects of the original 1997 DOT order. In 2012, the definitions for 
“minority” populations were modified and the distinction between a Title VI analysis and EJ analysis were 
clarified. For specific EJ guidance, FHWA published Order 6640.23A and FTA published Circular 4703.1. 

How is Environmental Justice implemented? 

This demographic profile is an implementation measure for EJ through the collection and analysis of 
demographic data for minority populations and low-income populations. This profile provides a basis for 
transportation decision-making in that location and concentration of these populations are identified. After the 
publication of the profile, other EJ-related activities will include, but not be limited to, public engagement 
processes reaching EJ populations, and transportation project review under the National Environmental Policy 
Act. In the regular course of SCOG’s transportation program, EJ analyses are conducted for the Regional 
Transportation Plan, Regional Transportation Improvement Program, and project selections. 
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Persons and Populations
This demographic profile includes persons and populations required by guidance on Environmental Justice, as 
well as other groups protected through Title VI of the Civil Rights Act and related nondiscrimination statutes. 
Some groups are protected by multiple statutes; for instance, minority persons and populations identified under 
Environmental Justice are also protected from discrimination under Title VI of the Civil Rights Act mandate for 
nondiscrimination on the basis of race or color. Definitions for identified nondiscrimination groups are included 
below. 

Environmental Justice 

Persons that must be identified for Environmental Justice purposes include certain races, ethnic groups, and low-
income individuals. These minority and low-income persons are defined as follows: 

Minority Persons 
•  American Indian and Alaska Native: people having origins in any of the original peoples of North and South   
America (including Central America), and who maintain tribal affiliation or community attachment. 
•  Asian: people having origins in any of the original peoples of the Far East, Southeast Asia, or the Indian 
sub continent, including, for example, Cambodia, China, India, Japan, Korea, Malaysia, Pakistan, the Phillipine 
Islands, Thailand, and Vietnam. 
•  Black or African American: people having origins in any of the Black racial groups of Africa. 
•  Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander: people having origins in any of the original peoples of Hawaii, Guam,   
Samoa, or other Pacific Islands. 
•  Hispanic or Latino: includes persons of Cuban, Mexican, Puerto Rican, South or Central American, or other   
Spanish culture of origin, regardless of race. 

Low-Income Persons
•  Low-income: a person whose median household income is at or below the Department of Health and Human 
Services (HHS) poverty guidelines.1 

Minority populations and low-income populations must be identified when they live in geographic proximity to 
a proposed program, policy, or activity. If circumstances warrant, geographically dispersed or transient persons 
who will be similarly affected must be identified. Effects on these populations must not be “disproportionately 
high and adverse,” meaning: (1) effects may not be disproportionately borne by minority populations or low-
income populations; and (2) adverse effects may not be more severe or greater in magnitude than effects borne 
by non-minority populations or low-income populations. 

1 The FTA recommends creating locally developed thresholds for “low-income”, which must include, at a minimum, those peo-
ple within the HHS guidelines. 
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Persons and Populations
Title VI 

Limited English Proficiency 
•    Using American Community Survey (ACS) data, SCOG classifies persons as having limited English proficiency 
(LEP) if they responded with any answer other than “very well” when asked to rate their ability to speak English. 
Those who spoke only English at home were assumed to be proficient in English. Available data for language 
proficiency is for the population age 5 and over. 

Foreign Born Persons
•    SCOG identifies persons born outside the United States as foreign born, using American Community Survey 
(ACS) data estimates. Foreign born persons are identified by world region of birth. 

Other Non-Discrimination Statutes
Statutes other than Title VI and the Environmental Justice Executive Orders protect disadvantaged populations 
by age, sex, and disability status.  These statutes include the Age Discrimination Act (1975), Section 162(a) of the 
Federal Aid Highway Act (1973), Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act (1973) and Title II of the Americans with 
Disabilities Act (1990). 

Seniors
•   Persons reporting that they were age 65 or over, using data provided by the ACS, are classified by SCOG as   
seniors.  

Youth 
•   Persons reporting that they were age 19 or under, using data provided by the ACS, are classified by SCOG as   
youth. 

Women
•    Persons reporting that they were female, using data provided by the ACS, are classified by SCOG as women.  

Persons with Disabilities 
•   The ACS uses questions to determine whether or not someone is considered disabled. The questions identify 
six disability types which are: 
 1. Deaf or having serious difficulty hearing. 
 2. Blind or having serious difficulty seeing, even when wearing glasses. 
 3. Because of a physical, mental, or emotional problem, having difficulty remembering, concentrating,   
 or making decisions. 
 4. Having serious difficulty walking or climbing stairs. 
 5. Having difficulty bathing or dressing. 
 6. Because of a physical, mental, or emotional problem, having difficulty doing errands alone such as   
 visiting a doctor’s office or shopping.1

•   SCOG classifies persons as having a disability if they meet the ACS definition and are included in the ACS   
data.
1 These six categories are abbreviated from those available through the U.S. Census Bureau, which were introduced in 2008 
through questionnaires used to ascertain disability status. 
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Data
Main Data Sources

The main data sources used for this demographic profile are both products of the U.S. Census Bureau: the 2020 
decennial Census and the American Community Survey. Data for all the tables are county-level, whereas data 
for all the maps are at the smallest geography available thorugh the U.S. Census Bureau. Data from the ACS are 
primarily from the five-year estimates as these generally produce the highest level of accuracy in the data with 
a larger sample size than one-year estimates. 

All ACS data are an average over a 12-month period. The five-year estimates produce the most reliable estimates 
for the most part, but the data are spread over a long range, which is 2017-2021 for this demographic profile. 
Conversely, the one-year estimates provide estimates over the shortest timeframe (2021), but are generally 
the least reliable. Reilability of data is favored over shorter-timeframe estimates for this demographic profile. 
Therefore, the 2017-2021 estimates are primarily used. In cases where five-year estimates were unavailable, 
one-year estimates are used. All data that should be considered unreliable are identified in the tables of this 
demographic profile. 

The following are used in the data tables and figures of this demographic profile: 

American Community Survey 
•  Table CP03, Comparative Economic Characteristics, 2012-2016 & 2017-2021 five-year estimates, county-level geography 
•  Table CP05, Comparative Demographic Estimates, 2012-2016 & 2017-2021 five-year estimates, county-level geography
•  Table C16001, Language Spoken At Home for the Population 5 Years and Over, 2017-2021 five-year estimates, county-level geography 
•  Table C17002, Ratio of Income to Poverty Level in the Past 12 Months, 2017-2021 five-year estimates, county-level geography
•  Table C16004, Age By Language Spoken At Home By Ability to Speak English for the Population 5 Years and Over, 2021 one-year 
estimates, county-level geography
•  Table B05002, Place of Birth by Nativity and Citizenship Status, 2017-2021 five-year estimates, tract-level geography
•  Table B16001, Language Spoken At Home By Ability to Speak English, Persons Age 5 Years and Over, 2017-2021 five-year estimates, 
county-level geography
•  Table B17001, Poverty Status in the Past 12 Months by Sex By Age, 2017-2021 five-year estimates, county-level and tract-level 
geographies
•  Tables B17001A-I, Poverty Status in the Past 12 Months By Sex By Age, 2017-2021 five-year estimates, county-level geography
•  Table B18130, Age By Disability By Poverty Status, 2021 one-year estimates, county-level geography
•  Tables B19013A-I, Median Household Income in the Past 12 Months (in 2021 Inflation-Adjusted Dollars), 2017-2021 five-year 
estimates, county-level geography 
•  Table S0101, Age and Sex, 2017-2021 five-year estimates, tract-level geography
•  Table S1602, Limited English Speaking Households, 2017-2021 five-year estimates, tract-level geography
•  Table S1810, Disability Characteristics, 2017-2021 five-year estimates, tract-level geography 

Decennial Census 
•  Table P1, Race, 2020 Census Redistricting Data (PL 94-171), block-level geography
•  Table P2, Hispanic or Latino by Race, 2020 Census Redistricting Data (PL 94-171), block-level geography
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Data
Alternative Data Source

State of Washington Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) data was examined for this demographic 
profile to cross-reference main data sources on EJ populations. For this analysis, available primary school data 
was used from the following school districts: Anacortes School District; Burlington-Edison School District; 
Concrete School District; Conway School District; La Conner School District; Mount Vernon School District; and 
Sedro-Woolley School District. Race and ethnicity data, and free/reduced-price lunch data were reviewed for all 
primary schools for which data were available for the 2020-2021 school year. 

The data from this alternative source showed consistent results of race and ethnic data with the 2020 decennial 
Census. The two elementary schools with the highest rate of self-identified American Indian and Alaska Native 
students were located in proximity to Census blocks with high concentrations and total numbers of self-identified 
American Indian and Alaska Native persons. The two elementary schools with the highest concentration of self-
identified Hispanic and Latino students corresponded with the areas of the City of Burlington with some of the 
highest concentrations of self-identified Hispanic and Latino residents, by census block geography.  Finally, the 
five elementary schools with the highest concentration of students with free and reduced lunch are located within 
the Mount Vernon, Burlington-Edison, and Concrete school districts. The service areas for these elementary 
schools intersect with census tracts identified as having low-income population rates of 11.04% or greater. 
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Data
Data Notes

Each data source has strengths and weaknesses, as they relate to this demographic profile. Here are notable 
examples of strengths and weaknesses for the data sources used: 

OSPI Primary School Data 
Strengths: updated on an annual basis so is useful to see year-to-year changes; helpful in geographic cross-
referencing 2020 decennial Census data for race and ethnicity; good leading indicators for changing trends in 
locations of racial groups, ethnic groups and low-income groups. Low-income data reported by OSPI corresponds 
to EJ low-income definitions.  

Weaknesses: school districts do not always assign local service areas for each primary school, which makes it 
difficult to ascertain locations of EJ populations; definitions do not necessarily meet EJ definitions (e.g. free/
reduced -price lunch criteria vary from definition of EJ “low-income”); primary school children are a narrow 
cohort of the population and are not representative of entire low-income or minority populations.  

Decennial Census 
Strengths: very high level of data accuracy; detailed race and ethnic information available at the Census block 
level; data trends/patterns can be ascertained in 10-year increments with every decennial Census. 

Weaknesses: limited information available with decennial Census with elimination of “long-form” after Census 
2000; value of data decreases for accuracy of race and ethnicity data as years pass - the data is no longer current. 

American Community Survey 
Strengths: data releases annually reflect changing trends/patterns; provides the most detailed data available 
for income and poverty at the Census tract level; helpful for determining significant trends (e.g. high number of 
Spanish or Spanish Creole speakers in the county). 

Weaknesses: small sample sizes with high margins of error can lead to unreliable data; data is not available at the 
same block-level geographies as the decennial Census so analysis is limited to larger-scale areas. 

All data sources used for this demographic profile use self-reported data or household member-reported data. 
All data is collected by questionnaire or form. 
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Populations: Age and Sex
Population age groups in Skagit County have continued 
to shift since 2010, showing that the population 
is aging. The share of persons under the age of 65 
has decreased, with a corresponding increase in the 
population of those over 65 years in age. 

Along with the increase of population at or near 
retirement age, there was also a 2.4% reduction in 
the share of persons under 20 years old, or those 
characterized as youth in the 2010-2021 timeframe. 

All of the data for age groups are from the American 
Community Survey, which is taken yearly from a 
sample of the population. Age and sex data from the 
2020 US Decennial Census, which surveys 100% of the 
population across the nation was not yet available at 
the time of this report. 

SCOG characterizes seniors as those individuals 
above 65 years of age, and youth as those 19 years 
of age and below. In Skagit County, the American 
Community Survey estimated there to be a total senior 
population of 28,892 people, according to the 2017-
2021 five-year estimates. The rate of senior residents 
countywide is 22.1% of the total population. Figure 2 
illustrates how the 2017-2021 American Community 
Survey demonstrates that seniors, particularly older 
seniors, are more likely to self-identify as female; the 
oldest group of seniors, at 85 years of age and above, 
are over 60% female. 

Seniors also make up the largest group of those who 
experienced disabilities over the 2017-2021 time 
period. Figures 3 and 4 illustrate the distribution of 
senior persons in Skagit County, as well as the Census 
tracts with the highest per capita rates of seniors age 
65 and over. The 2017-2021 countywide average of 
22.1% senior population was used as a threshold for
mapping these rates. 

Source: 2017-2021 American Community Survey Five-Year 
Estimates, Table S0101

Figure 1. Population Pyramid: 2017-2021

Figure 2. Senior Population Age 65+ by Sex: 2017-2021
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Populations: Age and Sex 

Table 1. Population by Age, Seniors 65 and Over, 2017-2021
Estimate Margin of Error 

(+/-)
Rate Margin of Error  

(+/-)
Total Population 130,696 N/A N/A N/A
Senior 
Population

Total Population 28,892 523 22.1 0.4
65 to 69 years 8,699 976 30% 0.7
70 to 74 years 8,567 894 29.7% 0.7
75 to 79 years 5,676 872 19.7% 0.7
80 to 84 years 3,142 800 10.9% 0.6
85 years and 
over

2,808 565 9.7% 0.4

Source: 2017-2021 American Community Survey Five-Year Estimates, Table S0101 
Note: Percentage rates in bold are used on maps as thresholds to determine higher than average populations of seniors. Estimates 
highlighted in red indicate unreliable data. Coefficients of variation for these estimates were above the rate of 15%.

The American Community Survey 2017-2021 five-year estimates estimate that 23.4% of the Skagit countywide 
population is age 19 and below, characterized by SCOG as the youth population. Youth populations tend to be 
more evenly distributed by age group, compared to the distribution of ages in the senior population. Overall, 
youth and seniors make up 44.7% of the countywide total population. 

Figures 5 and 6 illustrate the distribution of youth in Skagit County, as well as the Census tracts with the highest 
per capita rates of youth ages 19 and below. The 2017-2021 countywide average of 23.4% youth was used as a 
threshold for mapping these rates. 

Table 2. Population by Age, Youth 19 and Below, 2017-2021
Estimate Margin of Error 

(+/-)
Rate Margin of Error  

(+/-)
Total Population 130,696 N/A N/A N/A
Youth 
Population

Total Population 30,594 2,699 23.4% 2.0%
0 to 4 years 7,021 176 23% 0.1%
5 to 9 years 8,134 1,096 26.6% 0.8%
10 to 14 years 7,836 1,054 25.6% 0.8%
15 to 19 years 7,603 373 24.9% 0.3%

Source: 2017-2021 American Community Survey Five-Year Estimates, Table S0101 
Note: Percentage rates in bold are used on maps as thresholds to determine higher than average populations of persons with youth.



April 2023    Skagit County Regional Demographic Profile                      14

Populations: Age and Sex 

Figure 3.

Source: 2017-2021 American Community Survey Five-Year Estimates, Table S0101
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Populations: Age and Sex 

Note: Dot density mapping randomly assigns points within geographies. The data geography used 
for this map is Census tract.
Source: 2017-2021 American Community Survey Five-Year Estimates, Table S0101

Figure 4.
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Populations: Age and Sex 

Source: 2017-2021 American Community Survey Five-Year Estimates, Table S0101

Figure 5.



April 2023    Skagit County Regional Demographic Profile                      17

Populations: Age and Sex 

Note: Dot density mapping randomly assigns points within geographies. The data geography used 
for this map is Census tract.

Figure 6.

Source: 2017-2021 American Community Survey Five-Year Estimates, Table S0101
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Populations: Persons with Disabilities
From 2017-2021, 18,264 people countywide, or 14.5% of the total population, were estimated to have 
experienced a disability. Six types of disabilities, including vision, hearing, cognitive, ambulatory, self-care, and 
independent living disabilties are identified by the U.S. Census Bureau’s ACS. Disability rates are projected to 
increase over time with an aging Skagit County population. 

Figures 7 and 8 illustrate the distribution of persons with disabilites in Skagit County, as well as the Census 
tracts with the highest per capita disability rates. The countywide average of 14.5% was used as a threshold for 
mapping these rates. 

People with disabilities reside across Skagit County. The 2017-2021 estimates identify the highest concentration 
of people with disabilties residing in Mount Vernon and Anacortes, along with areas in eastern Skagit County. In 
terms of total numbers, the total number of people with disabiltiies appears to be greatest within the four cities 
of Anacortes, Burlington, Mount Vernon, and Sedro-Woolley. 

Table 3. Persons with Disabilities by Age, 2017-2021
Estimate Margin of Error 

(+/-)
Rate Margin of Error  

(+/-)
Total Population 126,322 266 N/A N/A
Persons with a 
Disability

Total Population 18,264 950 14.5% 0.7%
0 to 17 years 1,414 298 7.7% 2.0%
18 to 34 years 2,151 419 11.8% 1.7%
35 to 64 years 6,244 525 34.2% 1.1%
65 years and 
over

8,455 634 46.3% 5.0%

Source: 2017-2021 American Community Survey Five-Year Estimates, Table S1810 
Note: Percentage rates in bold are used on maps as thresholds to determine higher than average populations of persons with disabilities.

Rates of persons with disabilities increase with age. As the median age of Skagit County increase, rates of persons 
with disabilities are also expected to increase. From 2017 to 2021, 80.5% of those estimated to have experienced 
a disability were 34 years of age or older. 
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Populations: Persons with Disabilities

Figure 7.

Source: 2017-2021 American Community Survey Five-Year Estimates, Table S1810
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Populations: Persons with Disabilities

Note: Dot density mapping randomly assigns points within geographies. The data geography used 
for this map is Census tract. 

Figure 8.

Source: 2017-2021 American Community Survey Five-Year Estimates, Table S1810
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Estimate Margin of Error 
(+/-)

Percent of Median 
Household Income

Median 
Household 
Income in 
Past 12 
Months1 

Race

All Households $72,648 6174 N/A
White $75,707 1,815 104.2%
Black or African Amer-
ican

$103,750 73,844 142.8%

American Indian and 
Alaska Native

$62,625 27,301 86.2%

Asian $91,548 4,864 126.0%
Native Hawaiian or 
Other Pacific Islander

No Data No Data No Data

Some Other Race $56,825 5,083 78.2%
Two or More Races $81,469 12,645 112.1%
White Alone, Not His-
panic or Latino

$76,094 1,785 104.7%

Ethnicity Hispanic or Latino (of 
any race)

$63,375 4,852 87.2%

1 Households are classified by race and ethnicity reported by Head of Household; and includes Hispanic Whites. Estimates 
highlighted in red indicate unreliable data. Coefficients of variation for these estimates were above the rate of 15%. 

Populations: Low-Income

Source: 2017-2021 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates, Tables B19013 A-I

In 2017-2021 average household incomes have varied across racial and ethnic lines. Black or African American 
household incomes tended to be highest in terms of racial group, at $103,750, although this estimate is considered 
unreliable. Asian was second highest at $91,548. The average income for all households was $72,648.

The two lowest median household incomes by race were those of the following groups: American Indian or 
Alaska Native, and Some Other Race. Median household income estimates for Black or African American and 
American Indian and Alaska Native are considered unreliable by the Census Bureau due to their small sample 
size. Data was not available for Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander.

The median household income estimate for Hispanic/Latino households was 87.2% of the median for the county, 
at $63,375. 

 

Table 4. Median Household Income by Race and Hispanic/Latino Origin of Householder: 2017-2021
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Total Population Below Poverty Level Below 200% of Poverty 
Level

200% of Poverty Level and 
Above

Estimate
Margin 
of Error 

(+/-)
Estimate Percent

Margin 
of Error 

(+/-)
Estimate Percent

Margin 
of Error 

(+/-)
Estimate Percent Margin of 

Error (+/-)

126,466 289 13,977 11.1% 2,024 16,305 12.9% 2,885 96,184 76.1% 1,689
 

Populations: Low-Income

Source: 2017-2021 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates, Table C17002

In the 2017-2021 time period, the U.S. Census Bureau estimated that 11.1% of the Skagit County population 
lived below the federal poverty level, or just over 13,977 individuals. An additional 16,305 lived above the federal 
poverty level, but below 200% of the poverty level. 

For Environmental Justice analysis purposes, low-income individuals are identified as those living below the  
federal poverty level. In terms of racial and ethnic groups, the highest population in poverty was White, with 
almost 9,000 individuals in poverty. Overall, the poverty rate for all minority groups was 5.3%, with Hispanic or 
Latino and Some Other Race experiencing the highest per capita rates of poverty.

Table 6. Poverty Statistics by Race and Hispanic/Latino Origin: 2017-2021

Estimate Margin of 
Error (+-/)

Poverty Rate 
(%)

Margin of
Error (+/-)

Population for Whom Poverty Status is 
Determined 126,466 289 N/A N/A

Poverty 
Rate

Race1 

All Persons 13,977 1,266 11.1% 1.00%
White 8,967 989 7.1% 0.78%
Black or African 
American

141 76 0.1% 0.06%

American Indian and 
Alaska Native

632 269 0.5% 0.21%

Asian 183 82 0.1% 0.06%
Native Hawaiian or 
Other Pacific Islander

39 34 0.0% 0.03%

Some Other Race 3,133 951 2.5% 0.75%
Two or More Races 882 255 0.7% 0.20%

Ethnicity Hispanic or Latino (of 
any race)

5,364 1,114 4.2% 0.88%

Total Minority 6,636 1,834 5.3% 1.45%

1 Race is determined by Householder; and Total Minority excludes White non-Hispanic. Estimates highlighted in red indicate 
unreliable data. Coefficients of variation for these estimates were above the rate of 15%. Percentage rates in bold are used on maps 
as thresholds to determine higher than average populations of low-income persons.

Table 5. Poverty Statistics: 2017-2021

Source: 2017-2021 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates, Tables B17001A-I
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Populations: Low-Income

Population Age 65 and Over
Total Population Total Senior Population Income Below Poverty Level in Past 12 Months

Estimate Margin of 
Error (+/-) Estimate Margin of 

Error (+/-) Estimate Margin of 
Error (+/-) Rate Margin of 

Error (+/-)
126,466 289 26,392 829 1,528 358 5.8% 1.4%

Source: 2017-2021 American Community Survey 5-year Estimates, Table B17001

Table 7. Poverty Rate for the Senior Population Age 65 and Over: 2017-2021

Approximately 20.8% of the population in Skagit County was age 65 and over from 2017-2021. Of this population, 
5.8% were below the federal poverty level, an estimate of 1,528 people. This rate is well below the 11.05% 
average countywide poverty level. 

Persons with a Disability or Disabilities

Total Population Total Population with 
Disability(ies) Income Below Poverty Level in the Last 12 Months

Estimate Margin of 
Error (+/-) Estimate Margin of 

Error (+/-) Estimate Margin of 
Error (+/-) Rate Margin of 

Error (+/-)
128,621 766 19,645 4,125 3,285 1,831 16.7% 9.3%

Source: 2021 American Community Survey 1-year Estimates, Table B18130
Notes: Estimates highlighted in red indicate unreliable data. Coefficients of variation for these data were above the rate of 15%. 2017-
2021 5-year Estimates, which likely would have produced more reliable data, were not available for Table B18130. 

Table 8. Poverty Rate for Persons with a Disability: 2021

As discussed on page 16, Populations: People with Disabilities, nearly 15% of Skagit County residents experienced 
a disability in 2021, and the five-year average rate was 14.5%. Of this population, over 16% were in poverty, 
though this estimate is considered unreliable by the Census Bureau due to a small sample size.  

The following figures 9 and 10 illustrate the distribution of low-income populations across Skagit County, along 
with the highest per capita rates of poverty by Census tract. The countywide poverty rate of 11.1% was used as 
a threshold to map these geographies.  
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Populations: Low-Income

Figure 9.

Source: 2017-2021 American Community Survey Five-Year Estimates, Table B17001
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Populations: Low-Income

Note: Dot density mapping randomly assigns points within geographies. The data geography used 
for this map is Census tract. 
Source: 2017-2021 American Community Survey Five-Year Estimates, Table B17001

Figure 10.
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Table 9. Population by Race and Hispanic/Latino Origin: 2020
Total Rate (%)

Total Population 129,523 100.0%
Race White1 96,540 74.5%

Black or African American 888 0.7%
American Indian and Alaska Native 2,878 2.2%
Asian 2,832 2.2%
Hawaiian or Pacific Islander 418 0.3%
Other race or two or more races 25,967 20.0%

Ethnicity Hispanic or Latino (of any race) 23,792 18.4%
Race and Ethnicity Total Minority 32,983 25.5%

Source: 2020 U.S. Census Tables P1 & P2

Persons responding that they are of the White racial group were by far the highest population among all persons 
of all races in Skagit County at the time of the 2020 Census. Over 74.5% of persons responded that they were 
White, a total of 96,540 persons out of the 129,523 population.  

The second highest number of people identified themselves as “other race or two or more races”. This was nearly
20% of the total population in 2020. Of all self-identified racial groups, American Indians and Alaska Natives were 
2.2% of the total population; Asians were 2.2% of the total population; Blacks or African-Americans were 0.7% 
of the total population; and Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander were the smallest racial group, at 0.3% of 
the total population. 

People responding that they were of Hispanic or Latino ethnicity, and of any race including White, totaled 18.4% 
of the population in 2020. 

The term Total Minority, which is used in the demographic profile, encompasses all racial and ethnic groups 
other than non-Hispanic Whites. Total Minority in the county comprised 25.5% of the total population in 2020. 

For geographic calculations at the Census block-level, thresholds were composed to differentiate between 
locations of various racial groups, to see where concentrations of non-White racial populations exist. To aid in 
this analysis, a map threshold of 5% was selected for racial groups to provide for a consistent threshold among 
racial groups. 

For people of Hispanic/Latino ethnicity, the rate of 18.4% is used as the map threshold to identify populations of 
this ethnicity. For the Total Minority group, 25.5% is set as the map threshold to identify populations. These rates 
correspond directly with the rates reported by the U.S. Census Bureau. The maps in figures 11-22 all include 
2020 decennial Census data. 

1 White includes Hispanic Whites; and Total Minority does not include non-Hispanic Whites. Percentage rates in bold are used 
on maps as thresholds to determine higher than average populations of persons of 
minority race or Hispanic/Latino ethnicity. 

Populations: Race and Ethnicity 
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Populations: Race and Ethnicity

Figure 11.

Source: 2020 U.S. Census Table P1



April 2023    Skagit County Regional Demographic Profile                      28

Populations: Race and Ethnicity

Note: Dot density mapping randomly assigns points within geographies. The data geography used 
for this map is Census block. 

Figure 12.

Source: 2020 U.S. Census Table P1
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Populations: Race and Ethnicity

Figure 13.

Source: 2020 U.S. Census Table P1
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Populations: Race and Ethnicity

Note: Dot density mapping randomly assigns points within geographies. The data geography used 
for this map is Census block. 

Figure 14.

Source: 2020 U.S. Census Table P1 
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Populations: Race and Ethnicity

Figure 15.

Source: 2020 U.S. Census Table P1 
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Populations: Race and Ethnicity

Note: Dot density mapping randomly assigns points within geographies. The data geography used 
for this map is Census block. 

Figure 16.

Source: 2020 U.S. Census Table P1 
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Populations: Race and Ethnicity

Figure 17.

Source: 2020 U.S. Census Table P1 
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Populations: Race and Ethnicity

Note: Dot density mapping randomly assigns points within geographies. The data geography used 
for this map is Census block. 

Figure 18.

Source: 2020 U.S. Census Table P1 
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Populations: Race and Ethnicity

Figure 19.

Source: 2020 U.S. Census Table P1 
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Populations: Race and Ethnicity

Note: Dot density mapping randomly assigns points within geographies. The data geography used 
for this map is Census block. 

Figure 20.

Source: 2020 U.S. Census Table P1 
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Populations: Race and Ethnicity

Figure 21.

Source: 2020 U.S. Census Table P1 
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Populations: Race and Ethnicity

Note: Dot density mapping randomly assigns points within geographies. The data geography used 
for this map is Census block.

Figure 22.

Source: 2020 U.S. Census Table P1 
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Limited English Proficiency

Persons with 
Limited English 

Proficiency

Language Spoken At Home Other Than English

Total Population 
Age 5 and Over Spanish

Other Indo-
European 
Languages

Asian and 
Pacific Island 
Languages

Other Languages

Estimate
Margin 
of Error 

(+/-)

Margin 
of Error 

(+/-)

Margin 
of Error 

(+/-)

Margin 
of Error 

(+/-)

Margin 
of Error 

(+/-)

Margin of 
Error (+/-)

123,675 1,221 8,874 4,172 7,338 2,265 914 812 622 456 0 639
Source: 2021 American Community Survey 1-year Estimates, Table C16004
Notes: Estimates highlighted in red indicate unreliable data. Coefficients of variation for these data were above the rate of 15%. 2017-
2021 5-year Estimates, which likely would have produced more reliable data, were not available for Table C16004. 

Populations: Language
Table 10. Persons with Limited English Proficiency: 2021

Language Spoken at Home Estimate Margin of Error 
(+/-)

Percentage of 
Total Population

Speaks English 
Less than "Very 

Well"

Spanish or Spanish 
Creole 6,265 646 5.2%

Other and Unspecified 
Languages 232 183 0.2%

Russian, Polish, and 
other Slavic Languages 419 202 0.3%

Tagalog 142 58 0.1%
Korean 29 20 0.0%

All other Languages 451 343 0.4%
All Languages 7,538 1,452 6.2%

Speaks English "Very Well" or 
"Speaks Only English" 113,303 2,541 93.8%

Total Population 120,841 34 100.0%
Source: 2017-2021 American Community Survey 5-year Estimates, Table C16001
Notes: Table B16001 was not available for the 2017-2021 period. 

In 2021, there were an estimated 8,874 persons with limited English proficiency in Skagit County, of the total 
population age 5 and over. This estimate is over 7% of the population of Skagit County. Among individuals who 
spoke English less than “very well,” the most prevalent langauge spoken was Spanish or Spanish Creole. Other 
notable languages spoken around Skagit County include other Indo-European languages such as Russian, Polish,  
and other Slavic languages, and Asian and Pacific Island languages such as Tagalog and Korean. 

Table 11. Language Spoken at Home by Ability to Speak English, Persons Age 5 Years and Over: 2017-2021
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Populations: Language

Of the languages spoken in Skagit County in 2021 other than English, only Spanish or Spanish Creole had a 
reliable estimate - ranking number one among all non-English languages spoken. Compared with 2018 
estimates, the number of Spanish or Spanish Creole speakers decreased by 1,257 speakers. 

The following figures 23 and 24 illustrate the distribution of limited English proficiency populations across Skagit 
County, along with the highest rates of limited English proficiency households by Census tract. An average of 
6.2% of households across Skagit County were identified as having limited English proficiency; this average was 
used as a threshold to map these geographies.  

Rank Language(s) Estimate Margin of Error (+/-)
1 Spanish or Spanish Creole 16,240 739
2 Slavic languages 945 304
3 Other Asian and Pacific Island languages 614 158
4 Tagalog 586 182
5 Other Indo-European languages 420 133
6 Other and unspecified languages 407 193
7 German or other West Germanic languages 288 80
8 French (including Patois, Creole, Cajun) 262 117
9 Chinese 258 103

10 Arabic 113 65
11 Korean 74 35
12 Vietnamese 49 42

Source: 2021 American Community Survey 1-year Estimates, Table C16001
Notes: The Coefficients of variation are above 15% for all language estimates other than Spanish or Spanish Creole, and are not 
considered reliable by the U.S. Census Bureau. These values are highlighted in red. 

Table 12. Common Languages Other than English Spoken in Skagit County: 2021
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Populations: Language

Figure 23.

Source: 2017-2021 American Community Survey Five-Year Estimates, Table S1602
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Populations: Language

Note: Dot density mapping randomly assigns points within geographies. The data geography used 
for this map is Census tract.

Figure 24.

Source: 2017-2021 American Community Survey Five-Year Estimates, Table S1602
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Table 13. Foreign Born Population by World Region of Birth, Skagit County: 2017-2021

Estimate
Margin of 

Error
(+/-)

Rate (%)
Margin of 

Error
(+/-)

Total Population 128,228 N/A N/A N/A

Foreign Born 
Population

Total Population 12,123 745 9.5% 6.1%
Born in Europe 1,542 384 12.7% 49.8%
Born in Asia 1,782 322 14.7% 18.1%
Born in Africa 156 112 1.3% 71.8%
Born in Oceania 77 58 0.6% 75.3%
Born in Latin America 7,626 1073 62.9% 14.1%
Born in North America 940 268 7.8% 28.5%

Source: 2017-2021 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates, Table B05002 
Notes: Estimates highlighted in red indicate unreliable data. Coefficients of variation for these data were above the rate of 15%. 
Percentage rates in bold are used on maps as thresholds to determine higher than average populations of persons with disabilities.

In the 2017-2021 time period, 9.5% of Skagit County’s population was estimated to have been born outside the 
United States. Among this population, those born in Latin America was the largest population residing in Skagit 
County. Nearly 63% of foreign born residents were born in this world region. Asian-born and European-born 
Skagit County residents were estimated to be the second and third largest foreign born populations, although 
both estimates are considered unreliable. 

Figures 25 and 26 illustrate the distribution of foreign born populations across Skagit County, along with the 
highest per capita rates of foreign born persons by Census tract. An average of 9.5% of the countywide population 
was identified as foreign born; this average was used as a threshold to map these geographies.  

Populations: National Origin
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Populations: National Origin

Figure 25.

Source: 2017-2021 American Community Survey Five-Year Estimates, Table B05002
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Populations: National Origin

Note: Dot density mapping randomly assigns points within geographies. The data geography used 
for this map is Census tract.

Figure 26.

Source: 2017-2021 American Community Survey Five-Year Estimates, Table B05002


