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Today’s Topics:
• Periodic Update Overview
• Periodic Update Res ources
• New legis la tion overview
• Climate Element and HB 1181
• Updated Hous ing requirements
• Q & A



Per iodic Update Over view
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*Starred counties  are partia lly planning

Periodic Update Bas ics
The update is  due J une 30th of 2025

Counties  and Cities  mus t review:

• Amendments  to the GMA
• Comprehens ive plan
• Development regulations
• Urban growth areas
• Population projections
• Critical areas  ordinance*
• Res ource lands *

* Partia lly-planning jurisdictions  are only required to review 
these.
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Implementation progress  reports
• Requirement created by HB 1241 in 2022
• Requires  larger counties  and cities  with population over 6,000 

to s ubmit an implementation progres s  report on key outcomes  
five years  after the review and revis ion of their comprehens ive 
plan.

• For 2025 juris dictions , implementation progres s  reports  will be 
due in 2030

• Commerce to develop guidelines  for indicators , meas ures , 
miles tones , and criteria  for implementation progres s  report
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Periodic update process  overview



Per iodic Update Resour ces 
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Commerce  Role in Local Planning
• Primary s ta te agency contact for GMA-

rela ted is sues  

• Provide technical as s is tance

• Adminis ter Grants

• Help ensure plans , policies  and 
regulations  are GMA compliant

• Write comment letters  

• Not a  regulatory agency
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Plan Review & Direct Ass is tance
Review of:

• Comprehens ive Plan Amendments
• Development Regulations
• Critical Areas  Ordinances
• Shoreline Mas ter Plans

Direct as s is tance 
• “on call” for local planning s taff
• comment letters
• tes tifying at planning commis s ion and 

council meetings
• webinars  for technical topics
• pres entations  a t works hops
• regional planners ’ forums
• managing grants  & provis os
• periodic update as s is tance 

https :/ /www.commerce.wa.gov/serving-communities /growth-
management/washington-department-of-commerce-growth-
management-submitting-materials /

https://www.commerce.wa.gov/serving-communities/growth-management/washington-department-of-commerce-growth-management-submitting-materials/
https://www.commerce.wa.gov/serving-communities/growth-management/washington-department-of-commerce-growth-management-submitting-materials/
https://www.commerce.wa.gov/serving-communities/growth-management/washington-department-of-commerce-growth-management-submitting-materials/
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Periodic Update Resources
• WAC –  Chapter 365-185
• Year-by-year lis t of GMA 

Amendments  –  1995-2023
• Update checklis ts  
• Update guidebooks  
• Res ource lis t with contact 

information
• Good examples

https://www.commerce.wa.gov/serving-communities/growth-management/periodic-update/
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Guidebooks  

https://deptofcommerce.box.com/s/y0oj1ejjilqjnzdzj7i4jwm6g5zyunma
https://deptofcommerce.box.com/s/6uhlbyhq3ev0q5xu3vs3rl72lq9sa2kj
https://deptofcommerce.box.com/s/ped4mctp6zy1ch9610asu81j8sapcnl7
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Tribal participation in planning
• Sovereign nations
• HB 1717 (2022)
• A federally recognized Indian tribe may 

voluntarily choose to participate in the local 
and regional planning proces ses .

• Local governments  mus t provide 
opportunity for tribes  to participate

• Mediation for agreement disputes  offered 
through Commerce GMS

• Limita tions  after 60-day period
• New GMS Tribal Planning contact: Bridget 

Ray: bridget.ray@commerce.wa.gov 

https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2021-22/Pdf/Bills/House%20Passed%20Legislature/1717-S.PL.pdf?q=20230208162611
mailto:bridget.ray@commerce.wa.gov
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Checklis ts

Get your checklis t here.

https://www.commerce.wa.gov/serving-communities/growth-management/periodic-update/
https://deptofcommerce.box.com/s/5su5ugh9h5cmkv9oj1m3trjfql5r68c6
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Submittals  

Types  of notices  that may be s ubmitted through 
PlanView:

• 60-day notice of intent to adopt amendments
• Reques ts  for Expedited Review/ Notice of intent 

to Adopt Amendments  (Only Available for 
Development Regulations )

• Supplemental Submitta l for Exis ting Notice of 
Intent to Adopt Amendments

• Notice of Final Adoption

Commerce’s  PlanView s ys tem:
Go to: “Requirements  and procedures  for 

providing notice to the s ta te ”

You can also submit via email. Fill out the cover 
sheet and attach it along with a copy

of your submittal to: 
reviewteam@commerce.wa.gov

https://www.commerce.wa.gov/serving-communities/growth-management/washington-department-of-commerce-growth-management-submitting-materials/
https://www.commerce.wa.gov/serving-communities/growth-management/washington-department-of-commerce-growth-management-submitting-materials/
https://deptofcommerce.box.com/shared/static/3gi4t2usyuw1knv45mb5hnedwq2vbmjf.docx
https://deptofcommerce.box.com/shared/static/3gi4t2usyuw1knv45mb5hnedwq2vbmjf.docx
mailto:reviewteam@commerce.wa.gov
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Per iodic Update Gr an t s
The Governor and the Legis la ture 
made a  his toric inves tment in Growth 
Management Act planning during the 
2022 Legis la tive Ses s ion. As  a  result, 
Commerce will provide grant funding 
to a ll counties , and cities  within those 
counties .

• Your checklis t is  the firs t deliverable

• Funding is  available J uly 1s t

• See Commerce’s  Growth 
Management Grants  webpage

Funding is  Available Under the Following Formula:

Fully Planning
• Counties  with 100,000 population and over:        $700,000
• Counties  under 100,000 population:                      $350,000
• Cities  with 100,000 population and over:              $325,000
• Cities  with 50,000 to 99,999 population:               $175,000
• Cities  with 3,000 to 49,999 population:                 $125,000
• Cities  under 3,000 population:                                $100,000

Partia lly Planning
• Counties  with 10,000 population and over:          $150,000
• Counties  under 10,000 population:                        $100,000
• Cities  (No population limits ):                                  $20,000

https://www.commerce.wa.gov/serving-communities/growth-management/growth-management-grants/
https://www.commerce.wa.gov/serving-communities/growth-management/growth-management-grants/
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Periodic Update Grant FAQs
• This  grant can be us ed to cover mos t activities  related to the review and update of 

the comprehens ive plan and development regulations . 
• Award letters  detailing funding amounts  and application s ent this  week. 
• Funding is  non-competitive –  all juris dictions  are eligible for funding. 
• As  s oon as  we receive a  completed application we will begin to immediately 

prepare and finalize your grant agreement.
• Grantees  will be reimburs ed bas ed on performance under the grant contract and 

completion of the actions  and deliverables  outlined in the s cope of work.
• Grant funding will reimburs e any project work and cos ts  incurred as  of J uly 1, 2023.
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Periodic Update Grant and Application
Scope of Work

• Tas ks , Actions , Deliverables
• Des cription
• End Date
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Periodic Update Grant and Application
Budget

• Funding and/ or Expens es
• Deliverables
• State Fis cal Year –  J uly 1 to 

J une 30
• Grant funds  will be s plit 50-

50 in Year 1 and Year 2 
(State Fis cal Year 2024 and 
SFY 2025).  



New Legisla t ion  Over view
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20 21-20 22 GMA Legisla t ion
SB 5235: Increas ing hous ing unit inventory by removing 

arbitrary limits  on hous ing 

SB 5275: Enhances  opportunity in LAMIRDs

SB 5368: Encourages  rural economic development

SB 5593: Allows  a county to make revis ions  to a  UGA 
boundary to accommodate patterns  of 
development

SB 5818: Promotes  hous ing cons truction in cities  through 
amendments  to and limiting appeals  under SEPA 
and GMA 

HB 1220: Emergency and affordable hous ing

HB 1241: Changes  the Periodic update and SMP cycles  
from 8 to 10 years . Requires  a  5-year 
implementation progres s  report and an annual 
work program for s elect juris dictions  

HB 1717: Tribal participation in planning

HB 2001: Expands  the ability to build tiny hous es

SB 5042:  Changes  the initia l effective date of certain 
actions  under the GMA and addres s es  premature 
ves ting

SB 5118: Supports  s ucces s ful reentry for juveniles ,  
amending the definition of “es s ential public 
facilities ”

https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2021-22/Pdf/Bills/Senate%20Passed%20Legislature/5235-S.PL.pdf?q=20230613211001
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2021-22/Pdf/Bills/Senate%20Passed%20Legislature/5275-S.PL.pdf?q=20230613211024
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2021-22/Pdf/Bills/Senate%20Passed%20Legislature/5368-S2.PL.pdf?q=20230613211329
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2021-22/Pdf/Bills/Senate%20Passed%20Legislature/5593-S.PL.pdf?q=20230613211354
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2021-22/Pdf/Bills/Senate%20Passed%20Legislature/5818-S.PL.pdf?q=20230613211425
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2021-22/Pdf/Bills/House%20Passed%20Legislature/1220-S2.PL.pdf?q=20230613210313
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2021-22/Pdf/Bills/House%20Passed%20Legislature/1241-S2.PL.pdf?q=20230613210603
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2021-22/Pdf/Bills/House%20Passed%20Legislature/1717-S.PL.pdf?q=20230613210639
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2021-22/Pdf/Bills/House%20Passed%20Legislature/2001-S.PL.pdf?q=20230613210709
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2021-22/Pdf/Bills/Senate%20Passed%20Legislature/5042.PL.pdf?q=20230613210734
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2021-22/Pdf/Bills/Senate%20Passed%20Legislature/5118-S.PL.pdf?q=20230613210933
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New 20 23 Legisla t ion
HB 1110: Middle hous ing

HB 1337: ADUs

HB 1293: Project and des ign review s tandards

HB 1042: Building convers ion and dens ity

HB 1181: Climate change and environmental jus tice

HB 1170: Ecology’s  climate res ilience s trategy

SB 5412: SEPA categorical exemptions  for hous ing

SB 1758: SMA fis h hatchery permitting

SB 5104: Bas eline s urvey of Puget Sound s horelines  

HB 1216: Clean energy project s iting

SB 5457: Adopting CAOs  by reference 

https :/ /app.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/

• Growth Management Act Amendments  
1995-2023

• Planners ’ News letter on legis la tive 
changes  in 2023

• Pas s port to 2044 Legis la tive Wrap-Up 
webinar

https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2023-24/Pdf/Bills/House%20Passed%20Legislature/1110-S2.PL.pdf?q=20230613212009
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2023-24/Pdf/Bills/House%20Passed%20Legislature/1337.PL.pdf?q=20230613212041
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2023-24/Pdf/Bills/House%20Passed%20Legislature/1293-S.PL.pdf?q=20230613212115
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2023-24/Pdf/Bills/House%20Passed%20Legislature/1042-S.PL.pdf?q=20230613212642
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2023-24/Pdf/Bills/House%20Passed%20Legislature/1181-S2.PL.pdf?q=20230613212705
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2023-24/Pdf/Bills/House%20Passed%20Legislature/1170-S2.PL.pdf?q=20230613212725
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2023-24/Pdf/Bills/Senate%20Passed%20Legislature/5412-S2.PL.pdf?q=20230613212840
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2023-24/Pdf/Bills/House%20Passed%20Legislature/1758-S.PL.pdf?q=20230613212905
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2023-24/Pdf/Bills/Senate%20Passed%20Legislature/5104.PL.pdf?q=20230613212931
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2023-24/Pdf/Bills/House%20Passed%20Legislature/1216-S2.PL.pdf?q=20230613213009
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/WADOC/bulletins/35d5860
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/WADOC/bulletins/35d5860
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/WADOC/bulletins/35d5860
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/WADOC/bulletins/35d5860
https://www.psrc.org/boards-committees/upcoming-meetings/meeting/passport-2044-legislative-session-wrap-and
https://www.psrc.org/boards-committees/upcoming-meetings/meeting/passport-2044-legislative-session-wrap-and


Climate Element  – HB 1181
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Climate Element
Climate planning is  a  new goal 
of the Growth Management Act 

Adds  two s ub-elements : 
• Mitigation mandatory for 11 

counties  and their cities  over 
6,000 pop. 

• Res ilience mandatory for a ll 
fully planning juris dictions . 

Applicable counties 2025

Clark X

Skagit X

Thurs ton X

Whatcom X
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Climate Planning Guidance
• Climate Element Planning 

Guidance available online 6/ 30
• Trans lated into eight languages
 

• 12/ 31: Intermediate guidance 
bas ed on HB 1181 Plan 

Integration 
Draft 

Climate 
Element

Public 
Participation 

Plan
Climate 

Policy Team

https://www.commerce.wa.gov/serving-communities/growth-management/growth-management-topics/climate-change/
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Res ilience Sub-element
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How to achieve GHG 
emis s ion reductions ?

Mitigation 
Sub-element
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Environmental J us tice
• Climate Element mus t:

• Prioritize GHG reductions  in overburdened communities
• Prioritize climate res ilience in communities  that will dis proportionately 

s uffer from compounding environmental impacts
• Land Us e Element will avoid wors ening environmental health dis parities .
• Trans portation Element will ens ure multimodal levels  achieve EJ  goals
• Funding for periodic update mus t be weighted bas ed on the “pres ence of 

overburdened communities ”
• Develop grants  for community-bas ed organizations  (CBOs ) to advance 

participation of overburdened communities  in planning proces s
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Transportation –  Land Use Changes
• Requires  WSDOT to maintain a  s ummary of the per capita  

vehicle miles  traveled (VMT) for cities  and unincorporated 
portions  of counties

• Adds  multimodal concurrency 
• Mus t accommodate a ll us ers  “s afely, reliably and efficiently”
• Cities / counties  with 2025 periodic update mus t firs t implement 

thes e changes . 



WASHINGTON STATE DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 31

New Roles  for Commerce 
City/ County may s ubmit Climate 
Mitigation sub-element for approval

• Applicable to cities / counties  required to 
include sub-element

• Effective date would be when approved by 
Commerce

• Appeals  to the Growth Management 
Hearings  Board would be limited to non-
compliance with guidance.

• GHG reduction element not subject to 
adminis tra tive or judicia l appeal  

Climate grant funding –  more 
information will be coming s oon



Housing Element  and new housing 
r equir ements



HB 1220  r equir ements 
r eview
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New Hous ing Element Requirements  (HB 1220)
New GMA hous ing goal:

• “Plan for and accommodate encourage the availability of affordable hous ing 
affordable to a ll economic s egments .” 

Local hous ing element to: 
1) Conduct an inventory and analys is  of all hous ing needs  

 – by income, PSH and emergency hous ing (#s  from Commerce)
2) Identify sufficient capacity of land for identified hous ing needs
3) Include policies  to support middle hous ing and other laws
4) Make adequate provis ions  for all hous ing needs , including “document barriers  to 

hous ing availability such as  gaps  in local funding, development regulations , etc.”
5) Addres s  racially disparate  impacts , displacement, exclus ion and displacement 

risk in hous ing through policies  and regulations  
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HB 1220: Disparate impacts , displacement and exclus ion
Hous ing element to:
• Identify local policies  and regulations  that result in racia lly disparate impacts , 

displacement, and exclus ion in hous ing:
• Zoning that may have a  dis criminatory effect
• Areas  of dis inves tment and infras tructure availability

• Begin to undo racia lly disparate impacts , displacement, and exclus ion in hous ing

• Identify areas  a t higher risk of displacement and es tablish anti-displacement 
policies  including:

• Preservation of his toric and cultural communities
• Inves tments  in hous ing for lower income segments
• Equitable development initia tives  & land dispos ition policies  
• Inclus ionary zoning and tenant protections
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Hous ing Needs  Projections  
• Developed at a  countywide level
• Projecting hous ing needs  by income bracket

• Uses  future household s izes  to have enough hous ing 
units  for the future

• Assumes  6% vacancy ra te
• Removes  s econd homes

• Projecting hous ing needs  for emergency hous ing 
(EH) and permanent s upportive hous ing (PSH) 

• Uses  baseline homeles snes s  from bes t available 
homeles s  data , accounting for undercounts

• Predicts  future need for EH & PSH based on additional 
people likely to become homeles s  or need PSH

Hous ing Units  
by Income Band

Area Median 
Income (AMI)

Emergency 
hous ing/ shelter
s

NA

Extremely low: 0-30% AMI,   
including 
some PSH*

Very low 31-50%

Low 51-80%

Moderate 81-120%

Other Above 120%
*PSH = permanent s upportive hous ing
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Hous ing For All 
Tool for projected hous ing needs
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Allocation Process
• Three s teps  in hous ing need & allocation proces s

• Choos e population projection  You have flexibility within OFM range 
• Trans late population to hous ing targets   Mus t us e HAPT tool 
• Choos e where tota l hous ing needs  go in the county  You decide 

where overall hous ing goes  and where the different income needs  go. 
• Then, you decide how to accommodate thos e needs  –  what 

changes  to zoning to a llow thos e needs  and what 
policies / regulations  to encourage thos e needs
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Land Capacity Requirements
Minimum requirements
• Pres ent a  table of a llocated hous ing needs  by income level and 

permanent s upportive hous ing and emergency hous ing needs .
• Relate each type of hous ing need to zones  that can reas onably 

accommodate thos e needs .
• Show that there is  enough capacity to meet each type of hous ing 

need.
• If there is  insufficient capacity for any type of hous ing need, the 

jurisdiction mus t identify and implement zoning changes  that 
provide enough capacity prior to the periodic updated deadline.
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Poss ible Land Capacity Findings
• J uris dictions  will likely find they don’t have enough capacity for lower-

income hous ing needs
• Result: Need to add more zoning capacity for higher dens ity hous ing types  

• Rural areas  do not s upport lower-income hous ing needs  due to lot s izes  
and res trictions  on type of hous ing

• Result: Growth will need to be directed into cities , unincorporated urban growth 
areas , and where appropria te, LAMIRDs  with infras tructure

• Areas  that were not planned to be s erved by infras tructure may need 
attention in capita l facilities  plan to s upport needed capacities

• J uris dictions  may als o need to update regulations  allowing emergency 
hous ing and s helters , trans itional hous ing and PSH
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Next s teps  for jurisdictions
Allocate countywide hous ing needs  to each juris diction

• Recommend counties  us e exis ting coordination proces s

Accommodate a llocations  by income bracket (land capacity)
• Identify capacity for a llocated hous ing needs  by income bracket
• Make adjus tments  to zoning to accommodate hous ing needs

Document programs  and actions  needed to achieve hous ing 
availability for each income bracket

• Review other regulations , fee s tructures , incentives , etc. which influence 
hous ing

Update comprehens ive plan policies  and regulations
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Resources  for Updating your Hous ing Element 
Book 1: Es tablis hing Hous ing Targets  for your Community  

• April 6 recorded webinar 
• Hous ing for All Planning Tool for a llocation

Book 2: Guidance for Updating Your Hous ing Element 
• Land capacity guidance (s tep by s tep proces s )
• Checklis ts  to document barriers  to affordable hous ing
• May 4 recorded webinar 

Book 3: Racially Dis parate Impacts  (RDI) Guidance
• Dec 2022 Recorded webinar
• RDI data  and mapping for each juris diction (forthcoming)
• May 24  Talking Race for Planners  recorded webinar
www.commerce.wa.gov/ s erving-communities / growth-management/
growth-management-topics / planning-for-hous ing/ updating-gma-hous ing-elements /  

https://vimeo.com/815481608/e363b02b8d
https://deptofcommerce.box.com/s/48o8fzedzxnh63xth6aofi2jc2npcjoa
https://vimeo.com/824141320/b1bc30e5e8?share=copy
https://vimeo.com/780828014/193f76e2b3
https://vimeo.com/831703414/908055f363
https://www.commerce.wa.gov/serving-communities/growth-management/growth-management-topics/planning-for-housing/updating-gma-housing-elements/


Updat ing Development  Regula t ions with  
New 20 23 Housing Requir ements 

ADUs (HB 1337) and Middle Hous ing (HB 1110) 
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Highlights  for Code Updates

2015 –  2022 legis lation (due 
with update)
• Mus t a llow permanent s upportive 

hous ing, trans itional hous ing and 
s helters

• Bonus  dens ity for land owned by 
religious  organizations

• May not regulate number of 
people in a  hous ehold

• Limit on amount of parking that 
may be required near trans it

• Limits  on regulating homeles s  
encampments

2023 legis lation (due 6 months  after 
update)
• Allow middle hous ing in cities  over 25,000, or 

contiguous   for certa in juris dictions   (1110)
• Allow 2 ADUs  within urban growth areas  (1337)
• Unit lot s ubdivis ions  (5258)
• Schedule of proportionate impact fees  (5258)
• Convers ion of exis ting buildings  (1042)
• Clear objective des ign s tandards  (1293)
• Permit timelines  by 01-01-2025 (5290)
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New Legis lation:
HB 1337 (2023) Accessory Dwelling Units

Local governments  mus t, by 6 months  after the 
periodic update due date:

• Allow two ADUs  per lot in all GMA urban 
growth areas

• May not require the owner to occupy the 
property

• May not prohibit s a le as  independent units
• Mus t a llow an ADU of a t leas t 1,000 square 

feet and adjus t zoning to be cons is tent with 
HB 1337

• Mus t s et cons is tent parking requirements  
based on dis tance from trans it and lot s ize

• May not charge more than 50% of impact fees  
charged for the principal unit
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“Middle hous ing” means  buildings  that are compatible in s cale, form, and character with s ingle-
family hous es  and contain two or more a ttached, s tacked, or clus tered homes .

Duplex                              Fourplex            Courtyard Apartments       Cottage Hous ing             Townhouses

New Legis lation: Middle Hous ing 1110

HB 1110
Middle housing

Affected cities  mus t 
a llow

If affordable hous ing 
in the development

Middle within ¼ mile of 
major trans it s top

Cities  of 25k-75k population 2 du/ lot on all lots * 4 du/ lot if one is  
affordable*

4 du/ lot * 

Cities  over 75k population 4 du/ lot on all lots * 6 du/ lot if 2 are 
affordable*

6 du/ lot  *

Cities  <25k contiguous  UGA with 
larges t city in county > 275,000

2 du/ lot on all lots * *Unles s  zoning permits  
higher dens ities
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Commerce implementation of HB 1110
• HB 1110 FAQ available now
• Middle hous ing grants  coming
• Model middle hous ing ordinance(s ) by December 31, 2023
• Commerce als o to provide

• Middle hous ing toolkit of traditional neighborhood des ign s tandards
• Guidance to carry out many of thes e tas ks
• Details  on the content of a  parking s tudy
• Procedures  for Commerce review of ordinances

www.commerce.wa.gov/ s erving-communities / growth-
management/ growth-management-topics / planning-for-middle-hous ing/

http://www.commerce.wa.gov/serving-communities/growth-management/growth-management-topics/planning-for-middle-housing/
http://www.commerce.wa.gov/serving-communities/growth-management/growth-management-topics/planning-for-middle-housing/
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Growth Management Hous ing Resources
• J uly 19th Hous ing workshop (10:00- 12:00)

• Regis tration

• WCRER hous ing data

• MFTE Guidance

• HB 1220 guidance and HAP Guidance 

• Fall 2022 Hous ing survey 

• Middle Hous ing Tools

• ADU Draft Guidance 

• Commerce hous ing messaging products  - 
coming in J une!

• New tools  for Equitable Trans it Oriented 
Development

https://wastatecommerce.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_3_R316H3TXez2hK1LwUydg
https://wcrer.be.uw.edu/housing-market-data-toolkit/
https://deptofcommerce.box.com/s/ij5o80ne5e1740mmh6u05qrjk047g3cw
https://deptofcommerce.box.com/s/ij5o80ne5e1740mmh6u05qrjk047g3cw
https://deptofcommerce.box.com/shared/static/pophc16jetggsctctmnbjomm0qa7tpu8.pdf
https://deptofcommerce.box.com/s/ij5o80ne5e1740mmh6u05qrjk047g3cw
https://www.commerce.wa.gov/serving-communities/growth-management/growth-management-topics/planning-for-middle-housing/
https://deptofcommerce.app.box.com/s/0brluv081ukdofev8lf15qz46n4q6o0w
https://soundcommunitiesps.org/new-tools/
https://soundcommunitiesps.org/new-tools/
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Other  Sign ifican t  Bills

https://twitter.com/WaStateCommerce
https://www.facebook.com/WAStateCommerce/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/893804
https://www.commerce.wa.gov/
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ESHB 1293  –  Des ign review & objective 
s tandards
(1) “Des ign review” means  a  formally 

adopted local government proces s  
by which projects  are reviewed for 
compliance with des ign s tandards  
for the type of use adopted through 
local ordinance.

(2) Counties  and cities  . . . may apply . . 
. only clear and objective 
development regulations  governing 
the exterior des ign of new 
development . . . a  clear and  
objective development regulation:          

(a)  Must include one or more ascertainable 
guideline, s tandard, or criterion by which an 
applicant can determine whether a given building 
des ign is  permiss ible under that development 
regulation; and 
     (b)  May not result in a reduction in dens ity, 
height, bulk, or scale below the generally 
applicable development regulations  for a 
development proposal in the applicable zone.
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Local Project Review –  SB 5290
Changes  to Local Proces s
• Exempts  mos t interior a ltera tions  from s ite plan review
• Changes process for providing a determination of completeness including timelines and criteria
• Changes project review timelines and creates a statutory schedule of timelines for different permit types
• If timelines are not met, a portion of the application fee must be refunded
• Requires permit timeline reports to be submitted to Commerce
• Amends notice of application procedures

Commerce 
• Develop a  grant program for cities  modernizing permitting practices
• Compile permit timeline reports
• Es tablish a  task force to examine feas ibility of electronic proces s ing software
• Es timate cos ts  to provide on-call permit as s is tance s taff
• Allows  cities  below 500 population to conduct a  s ignificantly reduced periodic update.
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Changes  from this  Sess ion
Shoreline Update Cycle - HB 1544
Moves  the update cycle for the Shoreline Mas ter Program to a  ten-year cycle and synchronizes  the 
updates  with the update cycle in the GMA.

CAO Adoption by Reference - SB 5374
Allows  cities  below 25,000 population to adopt the county critica l areas  ordinance by reference and 
avoid the duty to conduct a  s eparate periodic update. 

Streamlined Update for Very Small Cities  - SB 5457
Allows  cities  below 500 population to conduct a  s ignificantly reduced periodic update.
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Thank  you!

Lexine Long, AICP
Lexine.long@commerce.wa.gov 
360-480-4498

https://twitter.com/WaStateCommerce
https://www.facebook.com/WAStateCommerce/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/893804
https://www.commerce.wa.gov/
mailto:Lexine.long@commerce.wa.gov
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