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SKAGIT COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS 

TRANSPORTATION POLICY BOARD 
MEETING MINUTES 

Wednesday, May 20, 2020 
GoToMeeting Remote Meeting 

MEMBERS PRESENT 
Commissioner Ken Dahlstedt, Skagit County, Chair; Mayor Julia Johnson, City of Sedro-Woolley, Vice-
Chair; Mayor Jill Boudreau, City of Mount Vernon; Commissioner Bonnie Bowers, Port of Anacortes; 
Jay Drye, Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT); Mayor Laurie Gere, City of Ana-
cortes; Mayor Ramon Hayes, Town of La Conner; Commissioner Lisa Janicki, Skagit County; Commis-
sioner Joe Lindquist, Skagit PUD; Commissioner Steve Omdal, Port of Skagit; Mayor Steve Sexton, City 
of Burlington; and Commissioner Ron Wesen, Skagit County. 

STAFF PRESENT 
Kevin Murphy, Executive Director; Katie Bunge, Assistant Planner; Pam Carlson, Finance Manager; and 
Mark Hamilton, Senior Transportation Planner. 

MEMBERS OF PUBLIC PRESENT 
One member of the public was in attendance. 

MINUTES 
1. Call to Order: Commissioner Dahlstedt called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m. 

Roll Call: Roll was taken with a quorum present. 

2. Chair’s Report: Commissioner Dahlstedt had nothing to report. 

3. Executive Director’s Report: Kevin Murphy noted that a letter from the Association of Metropolitan 
Planning Organizations is included in the meeting packet; this letter was submitted to U.S. congres-
sional leadership. In terms of statewide obligation authority (OA), many metropolitan planning or-
ganizations around the state believe they will meet their regional OA targets this year. There does 
not seem to be any flexibility with OA requirements in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic so far.  

4. Written Public Comments: Mark Hamilton explained that while there is no opportunity for verbal 
public comment during the remote meeting, written comments were accepted between the time 
when the meeting materials were released, and the day prior to the meeting. No public comments 
were received. 

5. Consent Agenda 

a. Approve April 15, 2020 Transportation Policy Board Meeting Minutes 

Mayor Hayes moved to approve the April 15, 2020 Transportation Policy Board Meeting 
Minutes as presented, and Mayor Boudreau seconded the motion. The motion carried unan-
imously. 

6. Action Items 

a. May Amendments to 2020–2025 Regional Transportation Improvement Program: Mr. Ham-
ilton presented three amendments and one administrative modification submitted for the 
May amendment cycle of the 2020–2025 Regional Transportation Improvement Program 
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(RTIP):  

 Skagit Transit 

o Bus Stop Amenities 

o Digital Signage and Real Time Information 

o Solar Light Upgrade 

Mr. Hamilton noted that the three amendments, all of which came from Skagit Transit, would 
add the projects to the RTIP. These projects were on the 2019 project selection contingency 
list, but have been chosen to obligate early through gap strategies implemented to help meet 
the regional OA target this year. WSDOT’s submitted an administrative modification for the 
SR9/Lake Creek and Norway Park Creek project which changes the project title, reduces the 
project cost, and changes funding amounts and sources within the project. The administrative 
modification does not require Board approval. A public comment period was held for the 
May RTIP amendment cycle, and no public comments were received. 

Mayor Boudreau moved to approve the May amendments to the 2020–2025 Regional Trans-
portation Improvement Program as presented, and Commissioner Janicki seconded the mo-
tion. The motion carried unanimously. 

b. Unified Planning Work Program for State Fiscal Year 2021: Mr. Hamilton reminded the Board 
that the Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP) had come to them last month as a discus-
sion item, and must be approved before July 1: the beginning of the next state fiscal year. 
SCOG staff met with staffs from WSDOT, Federal Highway Administration, and Federal 
Transit Administration to review and discuss to the work program. The Technical Advisory 
Committee also reviewed and recommended approval of the UPWP at their last meeting.  

Revisions since last month’s meeting include substantive changes to the Household Travel 
Survey task. This project has been delayed due to COVID-19 – travel data collection is now 
expected to occur either this fall, or in early 2021. Funding amounts in the UPWP have been 
updated to reflect an expected carryover of unused funds from this state fiscal year to the 
next. A contingency budget of up to $34,000 of Surface Transportation Block Grant Program 
(STBGP) funds has been added to the UPWP for the Household Travel Survey project to ac-
count for the delay. 

Mayor Johnson moved to approve the Unified Planning Work Program for State Fiscal Year 
2021 as presented, and Mayor Gere seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.   
 

c. 2020–2023 Title VI Plan: Ms. Bunge reminded the Board that they took action last month to 
release the draft 2020–2023 Title VI Plan for public comment. The Title VI Plan ensures that 
SCOG complies with federal nondiscrimination requirements, and must be updated every 
three years. The current plan expires in May 2020. Staff has worked with WSDOT to update 
the plan, and conducted a series of stakeholder interviews with identified Title VI and Envi-
ronmental Justice groups. As part of the plan update, the Skagit Regional Demographic Pro-
file was updated. A new Environmental Justice assessment of SCOG project selections was 
also completed. Changes to the Title VI Plan include updating the complaint procedures for 
consistency with direction from the WSDOT Office of Equal Opportunity, updating the Lan-
guage Access Plan, updated reporting on the past three years of public engagement and out-
reach, and a new appendix documenting the stakeholder interviews conducted. 

Ms. Bunge explained that following the April Board meeting, the Title VI Plan was released 
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for a two-week public comment period and one comment was received, which is included in 
the comment tracker. As a result of this comment, the draft Title VI Plan was revised to in-
clude Title VI and accessibility notices in English and Spanish at the front of the document, as 
well as to clarify SCOG’s practice of providing written translation in Spanish, and interpreta-
tion in multiple languages. 

Mayor Hayes moved to approve the 2020–2023 Title VI Plan as presented, and Mayor Bou-
dreau seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

7. Roundtable and Open Topic Discussion: Jay Drye stated that it will be a light construction season in 
terms of WSDOT projects. In terms of the SR9/Lake Creek and Norway Park Creek fish passage 
project, the improvements being made are large scale. For example, one culvert 3 feet wide is being 
converted to a 26 foot bridge, while the other 3 foot culvert will be replaced with a 16 foot box culvert. 

Commissioner Janicki expressed thanks to Mr. Drye and WSDOT in relation to a recent code compli-
ance issue on WSDOT right of way, near Lyman and State Route 20. 

Mayor Boudreau noted that the College Way/30th Street signal upgrade project has begun, and that 
she had had recent contact with Senator Hobbs, who had recently visited Skagit County. 

Commissioner Dahlstedt congratulated the City of Mount Vernon on the completion of the I-5/Col-
lege Way widening project. 

8. Next Meeting: The next meeting is Wednesday, June 17, 2020, at 1:30 p.m., and the location is to be 
determined. 

9. Adjourned: Commissioner Dahlstedt adjourned the meeting at 2:29 p.m. 

Information Items: The Board was provided with a monthly financial update, draft minutes from the 
May 7, 2020 Technical Advisory Committee meeting, and an AMPO-NADO-NARC letter to U.S. Con-
gress. 

 

Approved, 

 
 
 _______________________________________  Date: ______________________________  
 

Kevin Murphy, Executive Director 
Skagit Council of Governments 
 
 
 _______________________________________  Date: ______________________________  
 

Commissioner Ken Dahlstedt, Skagit County 
Transportation Policy Board Chair 
Skagit Council of Governments 


