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SKAGIT COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS 
TRANSPORTATION POLICY BOARD 
MEETING MINUTES 

Wednesday, June 17, 2020 
GoToMeeting Remote Meeting 

MEMBERS PRESENT 
Commissioner Ken Dahlstedt, Skagit County, Chair; Mayor Julia Johnson, City of Sedro-Woolley, Vice-
Chair; Mayor Jill Boudreau, City of Mount Vernon; Jay Drye, Washington State Department of Trans-
portation (WSDOT); Mayor Laurie Gere, City of Anacortes; Commissioner Lisa Janicki, Skagit County; 
Commissioner Joe Lindquist, Skagit PUD; Commissioner Steve Omdal, Port of Skagit; and Commis-
sioner Ron Wesen, Skagit County. 

STAFF PRESENT 
Kevin Murphy, Executive Director; Katie Bunge, Assistant Planner; Pam Carlson, Finance Manager; and 
Mark Hamilton, Senior Transportation Planner. 

MEMBERS OF PUBLIC PRESENT 
Two members of the public were in attendance. 

MINUTES 
1. Call to Order: Commissioner Dahlstedt called the meeting to order at 1:30 p.m. 

Roll Call: Roll was taken with a quorum present. 

2. Chair’s Report: Commissioner Dahlstedt had nothing to report. 

3. Executive Director’s Report: Mr. Murphy informed the Board that the United States House of Repre-
sentatives has passed a new transportation bill. Included in this bill are increases to Surface Trans-
portation Block Grant Program (STBGP) funding, yet no new revenues are included. 

4. Written Public Comments: Mr. Hamilton explained that while there is no opportunity for verbal pub-
lic comment during the remote meeting, written comments were accepted between the time when 
the meeting materials were released, and the day prior to the meeting. No public comments were 
received. 

5. Consent Agenda 

a. Approve May 20, 2020 Transportation Policy Board Meeting Minutes 

Mayor Gere moved to approve the May 20, 2020 Transportation Policy Board Meeting 
Minutes as presented, and Mayor Johnson seconded the motion. The motion carried unani-
mously. 

6. Action Items 

a. June Amendment to 2020–2025 Regional Transportation Improvement Program: Mr. Hamil-
ton presented one amendment and one administrative modification submitted for the June 
amendment cycle of the 2020–2025 Regional Transportation Improvement Program (RTIP):  

• Samish Indian Nation 

o SR 20/Campbell Lake Road – Intersection Improvement 



SCOG 
SKAGIT COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS   
315 South Third Street, Suite 100 • Mount Vernon • WA • 98273 www.scog.net 
 

2 

Mr. Hamilton noted that this amendment would add recently awarded $760,000 in Tribal 
Transportation Program safety funds to the project in the RTIP.  These federal funds were 
awarded by the Federal Highway Administration and do not require a local match. 

One administrative modification was also submitted during the amendment cycle, for Skagit 
County’s Guemes Ferry Terminal (Girder Replacement) project.  The administrative modifi-
cation increases federal funding for the project and decreases local match. The federal funding 
remains from an earlier federal fiscal year allocation to Skagit County, and would lapse this 
federal fiscal year if it is not obligated. The administrative modification does not require Board 
approval and is approved administratively by SCOG staff.  

Mr. Hamilton stated that a public comment period was held for the June RTIP amendment 
cycle, and no public comments were received. 

Mayor Boudreau moved to approve the June amendment to the 2020–2025 Regional Trans-
portation Improvement Program as presented, and Mayor Gere seconded the motion. The 
motion carried unanimously. 

b. Professional Services Agreement Contract Execution: Mr. Hamilton reminded the Board that 
Board approval is required to authorize the Executive Director to execute a professional ser-
vices agreement. This professional services agreement is for travel demand modeling services, 
and $40,000 is budgeted for the project in SCOG’s operating budget and unified planning 
work programs for state fiscal year 2020 and 2021.  

The request for proposals was published on the SCOG website and in the Skagit Valley Her-
ald. During the submission period, six proposals were received. The selection committee in-
cluded members of SCOG staff, along with Todd Carlson from the WSDOT Mount Baker Area 
office. The committee interviewed three firms remotely on June 11 and 12, and a recommen-
dation was made to contract with Resource Systems Group, Inc. (RSG) for travel demand 
modeling services. The Executive Director concurred with this recommendation. 

Mayor Gere moved to authorize the Executive Director to execute an agreement for profes-
sional services with RSG as presented, and Commissioner Janicki seconded the motion. The 
motion carried unanimously. 

7. Discussion Items 

a. Ad Hoc Committee for Regional Human Services and Transportation Project Prioritization: 
Mr. Hamilton said that SCOG prioritizes regional human services and transportation projects 
every two years for funding through WSDOT’s Consolidated Grant Program. This statewide 
program is managed by the WSDOT Public Transportation Division, and includes several 
federal and state grant programs under one umbrella program.  

Mr. Hamilton said that SCOG’s role is to prioritize projects by assigning letter grades to pro-
jects from our region, and these grades are considered as WSDOT decides which projects to 
select for funding. Regional letter grades will be due from SCOG by February 2021.  

Since 2014, SCOG has created an ad hoc advisory committee to assist with evaluating projects 
and recommending project prioritization for this process to the Board. Committee members 
have included transit providers, tribal governments, local governments, private transporta-
tion providers, private non-profits and WSDOT staff. Staff proposes reaching out to stake-
holder organizations before the next meeting to see if they would serve on a new ad hoc com-
mittee. Key changes during this cycle include having advisory committee meetings remotely 
using GoToMeeting, and allowing organizations to self-select representatives rather than 
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identifying specific representatives and alternates. 

In addition to the staff recommended organizations, Board members recommended inviting 
the following organizations to participate on the ad hoc advisory committee: Chinook Enter-
prises; Anacortes Family Center; Upper Skagit Indian Tribe; and Helping Hands Food Bank. 

b. Public Involvement Plan for Regional Transportation Plan Update: Katie Bunge reminded the 
Board that as part of the 2020–2021 regional transportation plan (RTP) update, a public in-
volvement plan (PIP) needs to be adopted – this is a requirement from SCOG’s Public Partic-
ipation Plan, and is included in the current scope of work. The PIP lists activities staff expect 
to conduct to engage stakeholders and the public during the planning process. For the last 
RTP update, outreach activities took place mainly through briefings at community meetings, 
information booths at events, and consultation workshops. These activities are anticipated 
only to be feasible in person during Phase 4 of the Governor’s “Safe Start” reopening plan, 
and are unlikely to happen in 2020. 

Many of these outreach activities can be conducted remotely, such as hosting and attending 
remote meetings. Virtual public engagement opportunities also include creating a project-
specific website, online comment forms and surveys, interactive mapping tools and other me-
dia. The draft PIP outlines a range of strategies which may be utilized during this plan update 
– it remains flexible, and staff will continue to adjust strategies during the reopening process. 
As part of the PIP, a memo will be compiled summarizing the public engagement activities 
by early 2021. The PIP will come before the Board again in July as an action item for adoption. 

8. Roundtable and Open Topic Discussion: Mr. Drye updated the Board on the recent landslide on State 
Route 20 near Rockport. WSDOT is currently working with a geotechnical crew to assess a long-term 
solution for the site, and working on an emergency contract. Work to clear the landslide will hope-
fully be complete by the end of July. 

9. Next Meeting: The next meeting is Wednesday, July 15, 2020, at 1:30 p.m., and the location is to be 
determined. 

10. Adjourned: Commissioner Dahlstedt adjourned the meeting at 2:06 p.m. 

Information Items: The Board was provided with a monthly financial update, draft minutes from the 
June 4, 2020 Technical Advisory Committee meeting, and the Public Participation Plan Annual Review. 

 

Approved, 

 
 
 _______________________________________  Date: ______________________________  
 
Kevin Murphy, Executive Director 
Skagit Council of Governments 
 
 
 _______________________________________  Date: ______________________________  
 
Commissioner Ken Dahlstedt, Skagit County 
Transportation Policy Board Chair 
Skagit Council of Governments 
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